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THE SECOND EDITION: EI, 


8 oritur, non de villis, Jomibuſve alienis * 


Fertinet, * neſcire malum eſt, agitamus 
Hon. Sat. Lib. II. Sat. 6. e 
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With a more e particular Arn n ts the Caſe of a Ezr! Ty 7 


Nec, male necne, Lepos faltet: ſed quod magis at os 1 : 3 
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HI LEMON 


T O 


HYDASPES. 
&c. 


* AM face, my y Hydaſpes, I 1 
no Apology for calling off your 
Yp Attention a while from the gay 
- purſuits of the Town, to give 


you ſome ſhare in thoſe calmer Pleaſures 


in which Hortenſius and I have been in- 


_ paged ſince I left you. You are not of the 


Number of too many polite People, who 


by 
— * 


know no Entertainment beyond what 
Crouds and public Scenes can give them; 
but ſtepping aſide ſometimes from the Noiſe 
and Hurry of a more expoſed Life, can 
with a much truer Reliſh of Happineſs en- 


Joy yourſelf or your Friend in private. It 


is your peculiar Felicity to have «united two 
Characters, which many miſtake for Incon- 


A 2 tent, 
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part ſo natural —_ „that whether I have 
e 


. you in mixed and faſhionable 
Societies " the World, or in the ſelect Par- 


ties of Men of Letters and Erudition, I 
have never becn able to determine whether 
you have better-accommodated yourſelf to 
the Pleaſantry of the one, or the Severity 
of the other; for indeed you have been uni- 
verſally careſs d and applied to as the very 
Life and Spirit of 544 I wiſh, methinks, 
for the World's fake at leaſt, Hortenfius 
had a little more of this happy Popularity 
of Diſpofition, Tis pity his great Worth 
ſhould be known only within the Circle of 
a few particular Friends. It feems a up 
of public Injury in him to conceal the 
valuable Qualifications he is Maſter of in 
Shade and Obſcurity, which ought rather 
to be made conſpicuous for common Bene- 
fit. But Hortenfius is inflexibly reſolved to 
purſue his retired Courſe of living and 
after all, tis a pordonable Fault at leaſt, 
ſince it is perhaps the only one to be found 


1n his whole Character, that nee 1 


| liberal of the good Influences of it. 


Wu E N L went ſome time 80 of 
Town, it was, as you know, to make 
this excellent Perſon a Vit, As you _ 

often 


wu. 

often heard me expreſs a more thin ordi. 

nary pleaſure in his Converſation z 1 dare 

fay you are not without a Curioſity to know 
upon what Points of any moment it has 

chiefly turn d, during my lay wich him. 


TAE firſt Evening. that I reach'd the 
agrecable Scene of my Friend's Retreat, I 
found him fitting at the end of a favourite 
Walk in his Garden, with a Book in his 


hand; and ſo kemingly intent upon what 


he was reading, that I had got near enough 


| to ſpealc to hun, before he difcover'd any 


of me. my — him by 


his Name, he roſeupin haſte, and.coming 


eagerly towards me, embraced 'me with 


that natural flow of Good-humour, and 
Openneſs ob Soul, 


which diſtinguiſhes the 
genuine Sinceriły of the Friend, from the 
counterſeit aiſance of the mere well. 
bred Man. As ſoon as our firſt interview 
was over, what grave Morah/t (ſaid I) 
Hortenfius, were you converſing with juſt 
now, who had ſo ingaged your attention, 
that you ſaw nothing of me as I came 
along the Walk, tilt e mean: 10 ny by 


en to you? 


- PrRKAPS (return'd he) mn not be 
of opinion my Studies were ſo very ſerious, 


when I tell n was a piece of Enghſb 
Poetry 


5 0 6 5 
Poetry I was peruſing, -and a laſe one __ 
continu d i: e eee N 


| Mar Man (aid od 1 
ſu ſe, as, of the (id) 81 Pieces 
of the ſameexcellent Author : for, to ſay the 
truth, there are very few other modern 
Performances in the poetical kind, which 
Ican imagine a Man of your ſedate rational 
turn of thinking would be likely to beſtow 


ſo ſerious a review upon. Our latter Poets 


have ſeldom riſen higher than bare Amuſe- 
ment at the beſt; pure Deſcription for the 
molt part holding the place of - Senſe with 
them *, till he celebrated Author of 
the Eſſay a appear d on the behalf of the 


long injur d Muſes, and undertook to 


reſcue them from an Imputation too com- 
monly thrown u . them by Men of /eve- 
rer Thought, of being become like too 
many others of their Sex, little better than 
agreeable Triflers. He indeed, tis on all 
hands confeſs d, has abundantiy re- eſta- 
bliſh'd their ſinking Reputation ; has rais'd 


the ſacred Name and Office of Poet to its 


original Credit and Dignity; or in his own 
beautiful way of expreſſing it, 
Turn'd the tuneful Art 
From Sounds to Thi "gs, From Fancy to the 
Heart +. 


* Mr. Pope's Wen to Dr. Arbuthnat, line 148. 
3 _ Part IV, lin. 379. 


In 


4 


079 
In him the Philoſopher and the Poet go 
hand in hand, and you have all the Uſe 
and Inſtruction of the beſt proſe Writing 
convey d to you under the additional re- 
commendation of the moſt graceful and 
poliſh'd Numbers. Excellent Reſtorer of 
the true poetic Character] which one, who 
well underſtood it, has repreſented to be, 
Simul & jucunda & idonea dicere vitæ . 
But a Genius like Mr. Pope's, is one of thoſe 
choicer Bounties of Heaven, which are be- 
ſtow'd only on ſome few more exalted and 
favorite Sis, ni nun onen 46k 
LL 1 «1 quibus' arte benignd | 
E  meliore luto finxit præcordia Titan +. 


HERE Hortenſius interrupted—lI ſee, 
(fays he) Philemon, you are not yet proof 
againſt the Enchantment of this Subject; 
but are running out into your uſual vein of 
Ent buſiaſin upon it, for which, you know, 
J have ſo often rallied you; comparing in 
ſome degree the Effect which the fancied 
Preſence. of this Great Man has always 
upon your Mind and Thoughts, to that 
myſterious Change which is wrought upon 
the Poet's own in his inſpired Moments, 
when under the propitious Influence of his 
Hor. de Art. Poet. 334. N * 
| F Juy. Sat, I4. Lib. 5. V. 34, 35. var. | 
#1 | invoked 
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her diuine Communications However, now 


invoked Maſe, and in the full Egfacy f 


you are come again to your ſelf, and your 


firſt heat and glow of Fancy 3 is pretty well 
over, I will be ſerious: in owning to you 


chat it was Mr. Pope's Eſſay to which I was 


indebted:for my Entertainment when you 
enter'd the Garden. I had been reviewing 
a favorite Paſſage of mine there, and was 

. 4 Train of Reflections which that 


en ape me. 
| Pax: — PS (ald I) ea 


far as to communicate ſome ſhare of your 
Garden-Entertainment to your Friend, 


and to admit me as a Party with you in 
_ your Evening Meditations: 'This will 

be an effectual means to check any farther 
Sallies of my Enthufiaſm, and to reduce me 


from thoſe irregular Ferments of Imagina- 


tion you are uſed to rally me upon, to the o- 
berer Exerciſes of Reaſoning and Philoſophy. 


WIr n all my heart, (reply'd Hortenfius) 


but the Subject I was upon is pretty Ex- 


tenſve, and we ſhall hardly be able to go 
thro' with it to-night——it will not be 
long before we ſhall be call'd in to ſupper: it 
will ſerve to entertain us fome Morning, 


whilſt you are ſo good as to ſtay with me, 
when we ſ ſhall have more leiſure topurſue it. 


Tufts - 


(9) 


T HIS Was a very gen teel Rebuke to 


me for 'growing ſerious, as I dare ſay you 


muſt have thought, a little out of ſeaſon; 
conſidering I had but juſt ſaluted, as it 
were, my! Friend, whom I had not ſeen 


ſome time. © I immediately took the hint, 
and we fell, as was more ſuitable, into 


Ly 


ſome Topics of a private nature, uſual at 


_ firſt meeting, which laſted us to Supper- 
time; after which the remainder of the 
h Evening was taken up with ſeveral indiffe- 


rent matters, juſt as they happen'd to ariſe, 


without order or connection; ug, + at A 
moderate hour we bad good-night. - - 
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H E next Morning, the Day proving 


extremely fine, Hortenſius pr 
to me to have breakfaſt in the 7 — 764 


which I readily came into; and it was ac 


cordingly ſoon after brought to us, in a 
little retiripg Room, which he had built 


there for the conveniency of avoiding the 


Interruptions of his domeſtic Aﬀairs, and 
of enjoying a freer Air, and more extended 
Proſpect, wheneyer the Seaſon of the Year, 
and At of the Weather ſhould invite to 
ſuch a Retreat. It is here he frequently 
amuſes his ſalitary Hours, and has gene- 
rally half a dozen of his favorite Authors 
lying about for that purpoſe This was 
a fair occaſion to remind him of the Pro- 
miſe he had made me, of rene wing his 
laſt Evening Speculation with me at a fa- 
vorable Opportunity, which I accordingly 
loſt no time to do, as ſoon as Breakfaſt 
was removed ——— was but (I told 


him) to give his free Thoughts Voice and 


Accent ; he would, I hoped, be under no 
refrain upon the account of my being 


pre- 


— 
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preſent ; eſpecially, as this would not be 


the firſt time he had made me ſo much his 
Friend as to initiute me into theſe ſacred 


Myſteries of his Retirement. FF 
Stck you will heets ( Philemon, {aid he) 


bear a part with me in theſe my ſolitary 


Exerciſes; I will introduce them to you in 


into them my ſelf, by reading to you a 


Paſſage out of Mr. Pope. But I mult firſt 
oblige you to this Condition, that you ſhall 
not run out any more, into general Pane- 


| gytic upon the Author, (of whoſe ſuperior 


Merit nothing can give me ati higher e- 
ſteem than I have. at preſent) but confine 
yourſelf intirely to the Matter of his Re- 
flexions=—"T'is here in the third Part of 
the Eſay on Man, where he is deſcribing 
the firſt Openings of Religious Truths upon 


the ſimpler Ages of the World, Societies, 


he tells us, were not as yet inlarg'd beyond 


the Limits of ſingle Families: the younger 
Branches of which look'd no higher in the 


Chain of Things; than to their Parent, 
from whoſe Loins they were more imme= 
diately propagated : Eſteeming him not as 


the Subſtitute of ſome ſuperior Providence, 
but as himſelf the very Fountain-head, from 


whence their Being, and all the Adyanta 


of it, were — derived to them. 


Till at length, the ſad Experienee of this 


ny 
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their Parent's Mortality, put them upon 
inquiring after another, and farther Cauſe 
of all thee things: They concluding with 


great Reaſon, that he could not be the ori- 


ginal Author of Life and Happineſs to o- 
{ thers, whom they had found ſo unable to 


continue them to Himel, beyond the Limits 
aſſign d by ſome more powerful Superior. 


Take the dae cee in 1 e Poet s on Las- 
Bag 


Till drooping, fck ning, As they 8 


dom they rever d as God, to mourn as Man. 


Then loking up from Sire to Sire, eæphrd 


One great firſt Father, and that firſt ador d. 


Or Neth Tradition that this all begun 


Cbnvey d unbroken Faith from Sire to Son. 
The Workman from the M. ork di find? Was 


known, | 
And ſimple Reaſon never ſought but one. 
E'er Wit oblique had broke that fleady Light, 
Man, hke his Maker, ſaw that all was right. 


27 Virtue in the Paths of Pleaſure trod, 


And ond a Father, when he own'd a God 
Love all the Faith, and all th. Allegiance then, 


For Nature knew no Right divine in Men; - 
No Ill could fear in God: and underſtood 
A Sovereign Being, but a Sovereign Good. * 


How amiable a Repreſentation this 52 
the divine Being! a Being, whoſe Worſhip 
Is Love and Gratitude ! Whoſe Service a 


, * Eſſay on Man, Part III. line 224. 


State 


* 


| Diſpoſition. to do us g 
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gate of Aan bud: en Bee gem! 


N47 3 Ts us but a More in- 
ed Power, a zevercg 

770 J. A God, vchoſe 
proper Character is that moſt indearing one 
of Father! What a noble Aſſemblage of 
tender and affecting Ideas 1 How different 
from the 700 uſual Repreſentations. of. this | 


matter! By a certain way of thiokiog, 
Philemon, that. prevails upon, this 


one would be tempted to imagine, Men 


were ta ht to believe in a Manicbean evil 


God at the Helm of Things, inſtead of a 


ind and benevolent Principle. They never 


ſeem to conceive. of a Deity, as of an'affec- 
tionate Father to the; whole Syſtem of rati- 
onal Beings that hang upon his Care; whoſe 


only poſible Motive in bringing them into 


Exiſtence, could be to communicate Hap- 
pineſi to them; and diffuſe upon them the 
kindly Influences of his Love and Bounty: 

But rather paint him to their, frighted Ima- 
ginations, with all the Pomp and Terror of 
dreadful and auſtere Majeſty,; a kind of 
nni potent Hrani at the head of an Uni- 


verſe of Slaves: Who accordingly muſt 


y their Court to him, if they hope.to 


a — his Vengeance, or taſte any.thing of 
his Favour, by abject Servility, mean A. 
2 and —.— Reverence. Vet, Phi- 


lemon, the Language of unprejudiced Rea- 


1 ſon and Nature Teak quite other 3 
8112 of 
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verrien Being, and a fovereign U are 
equivalent Expreſſions. Indeed the e 


of Mind, they could hardly be ſuppoſed to 
ſeparate them. For what Thoughts could 
Creatures newly become conſcious to them- 
ſelves of imparted Exiſtence and Happi- 
neſs entertain of the great Author of ſuch 


* nevolence? Nothing but the extremeſt Per- 
vent their being led from the manifold ex- 
thankful nckiiowledyment of it: Or, as our 


Author beautifully expreſſes it, their own- 


world; ſuppoſing, as you do, that Men 
were ever left to reaſon themſelves into the 


Son in a way of Tradition, For this, you 


Jud ciouſly obſerved, 4 - 


Ideas ate ſo intimately allied to each other, 
that ſo long as Mankind retained any thing 
of their firſt Simplicity and native Ingenuity 


unmerited Bleſſings, but that He muſt be 
in himſelf a Being of the moſt perfect Be- 


verſeneſs, or worſe Ingratitude could pre- 


perience they had of his Goodneſs, to the 


Father, when they om d a God. 
I muſt confels, (aid. I) Hortenſſus, (inger- 


rupting him,) I am very much of your O- 
pinion as to the firſt Riſe of Thez/m in the 


Belief of a God by their meer natural 
Light, without any originally revealed No- 
tices of this kind conveyed from Father to 


know, 


0 15) 
know, ſome have aſſerted to be the real truth 
of the Caſe; and indeed there 1s a great 
deal may be ſaid for this ſide of the 
Z Queſtion. The Ppet himſelf has a Glance 
at it in the Paſſage you have been reading 

Or plain Tradition that this all begun, 

Convey'd unbroken Faith from Sire to Son, 
However > as I ſaid before, allowing the 
truth of your Hypotheſis, and that Revelg» 
tion had nothing to do in the Affair, I am 


much more jnclined ta reſolve the Belief of 


a Deity, as you have done, into a Prinei- 
ple of natural Gratitude, than with Epi- 
= curus, and his Followers, into I know not 

what ſuperſtitious Awe and Dread Men are 


Ax leaſt (returned Hortenſius) if 1 vis 


to admit ſuch a natural Jealouſy and Ap- 


3 prehenſion of inviſible Power, as theſe Gen- 
tlemen contend for, I ſhould hardly think 
of making the 2/ they do of it, to diſprove 
the realexiſtence of any ſuch Power. Sure 
tis an odd way of Reaſoning Men out of 
their Belief of a God, to tell them the Fear 


of him is natural to them, For indeed 


allowing the Paſſion to be natural, I ſhould 
be apt to conclude from the Analogy of all 
other natura Paſſions, that it muſt have 
a Foundation in Nature; ſome ſuitable 


and 


1 16 TY 3 
ee correſpondent Object in” the Reality 
end Cagi of things, | 


* 7 70 DR 2 1 4 


1 Soy; os know, (ſaid I) eee he 


1d c derive this — and ſuſpicion of 
Mankind ſolely ffom their Ignorance of 
the Cauſes of natural Events. So Lucre- 
Tius, upon, the Principles of the Sect, ex- 
Prefly tells us. I ſee ou have the Works 
of that Poet here, give me Rave't to turn 
do the Paſſage. 5 0 1 85 


S. - 


$7 po? 44 For mid mortales continet enn 

multa in Terris fieri, Cœloque tuentur, 
Quorum operum Cauſas nulld ratione videre 
Poſuunt, ac fieri diving, Numine rentur *. 


And Horace, (you muſt remember) men- 
tions it as an inſtance of Philoſophical = 
Heroiſin, which but few could attain to, 
to be alle. to contemplate the Grandeur 
-and Regularity of Nature without a little 
dpice of this popular Superſtition. 


Hunc & olem, G Stellas, & decedentia 8 
Jempora Momentis, font qui Formidine l 


Imbuti Hellent ef 


But then if the Kate and ordinary Courſe 
of Nature is ſo apt to inſpire a ſuper/titious 
Awe and Reverenee, the more extraordina- 


ry and wnuſual Phenomena will have a 


* Lib.I. v.152. Vid: etiam Lib. V. v.1182.. Lib. 
oe v.49 to 56. + Hr. 3 Lib. I. Epiſt. VI. v. 4. 


much 


5 (25) 1 
much effect this way. For be- 
ſides t mere circumſtance of their 
being — has a more obvious tenden- 
to t 1%, many of them may 
— I 5 it — ſomething of 
natural Pomp, and Terror even in themſelves, 
As for inſtance, Thundrings, Lightnings, 
various kinds of | Meteors, Ear 
&c. agreeably to the Obſervation of ano- 
ther Poet of the Epicurean Perſuaſion. 


Primus in Orbe Deos fecit timor, ardua cal 
F. ulmina cum caderent, diſcuſſaque ments 
Flammæ, 

Atque Icrus flagraret Athog—* 

And ſo Horace intimates a particular apt» 
neſs in Thunder to ſtrike Men witk reli- 
gious Impreſſions. 


Cælb tonantem credidimus Jovem 2 
Kegnare. FF | 
And Lucan, I remember, almoſt in the 
fame words 


Fulmina tantum 

: Sci, ret ale . cœlo regnare tonantem ||. 

Now with a View to the eradicating theſe 
popular Superſtitions, and to the ffeeing 

Men from the ſlavery of thoſe religious 

Fears which their ignorance of the Cauſes 


* Pet. Arb. F . ed. Mich. Had. 
DL oy eo op U. r.. 
inan. v.22, 120. var. | 
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(38) | 
and a of natura Evonts had ſub· 


them tos Epicurus, as his Interpreter 
and great Panegyriſt Lucretius informs: us, 


_ undertook: to inſt tbem in: a more ag» | 


of Nature: To ex- 
plain to them her forces] Phenomena; 


curate knowledge of 


and give 4 Phyſical Solution of her various 


operations upon no bigher a Principle than 
mere Matter in motion. Hear how the 
Poet panegyrizes his Maſter upon this no- 
ble and generous Enterprige. Speaking 
of that abject ſtate of Mind to which Su- 
perſtition had reduced Men, Epicurus, he 


tells us, was the. firſt, who! durſt openly 


attack the flaviſh Impoſture. 


Primum Gi raius Homo mortales tollere contra 
EPR ocules auſus, primuſque obſiſtere contra: 


| Ruem nec Fama Deum, nec Fulmi na, nec 


minitanti 8 2 


| Murmure me celun; fd « eo wi. 


acrem 1445 
Virtutem cad animi, "confringers ut, arte 
Nature primus fortarum-clauftra cupiret *. 


He hoped, it ſeems, by penetrating into 
the intimate Reaſons of Things, to give a. 


compleat Kry to the ſeveral Productions of 


Nature; ; and that the notion of a ſuperin- 


tending Deicy wauld be effectually baniſh'd; 


out of the world, if. he 3 erſuade 
Men to admit that the. Caurſe. of Affairs 
„Lt. BS! I- bh. 4 


3 
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8 — might 


(69) 
might go on as /rcce/Sfully without his cl 
| — 2 yl eres ea in the three 
following Lines has led his Philoſophical 
Hero thto the whole conipaſs of Nature, 
he goes on to repreſent him returning in 
à kind of triumph from the ſucceſs of his 
wonderful Diſceveries; holding out, as it 
were, to view a Nationals of the Univerſe; 
and adjuſting the fall Powers 1 erer 
of natural Mechaniſmn. 


Dude refert 561 V. iftor gil Pe 7 
„ fi nequeat *— 275 


An p yet, {incruptl Hirtetifin Aer 
all this pompous parade of Science, what is 
the Philoſophy of this his boaſted Eficurus, 
even according to his own account of i; 
but a continued Series of _ and Ab- 
nag | 


| 9 


* 


Trar is true, (a J dut the Poet 
1 certainly embelliſhed his philoſophical 
Romance with numberleſs beautiful Turns 
of Thought, and an uncommon Streng! 
and Majetty of Stile and Expreſſion. 


A excellent Por, ( return'd Hortenfius) 
but a wretched Bungler i in. Reaſoning | For 
not to deſcend to the minuter Branches of 
this Epicurean Syſtem, what is the general 
Foundation which it kn upon, the 


Lib. I. v. 76. 


D 2 Eter- 


e 


Etecnity:of: Matter. in motion, but a mere 
gratis diftum?. & Notion obſtinately taken 
N pap gainſt the inflexible. Reaſon and Truth J 
Things? I do not deſign. to enter into 
a particular Confutation of it, but ſhall only. 
obſerve, that the Idea of Self-exiftence is not 
only incompatible with ſeveral known Pro- 
perties of Matter, but repugnant to the ge- 
neral Nature of it. And yet if we ſhould | 
allow Matter to have been Eternal, we 
could not admit it to have been eternally | in 
Morion; for that would be to make Motion 
to be of the Eſſence of Matter, contrary to 
ne Evidences of Fact and Experience * 


8 chat had the Epicurean Philoſopher 
fucceeded 1 never ſo well in the Explication 
of Nature from theſe Principles, yet the 
Principles themſelves can never paſs upon 
Men of Thought and juſt Reflection with- 

out much better; Proofs than a bare % 
dixit. This is an Errror at the firſt ſettin 8 
out, ſufficient to blaſt the whole Scheme 
at once. Seriouſſy, Philemon, one cannot 
enough wonder at the extreme Folly of all 
ſuch Schemifts as pretend to account for 


See Dy. Clarke: Being and Anrib. p. 22, &c. 
Gurdon's Boyle*s Lect. Serm. 4. Relig. of Nature delin. 
p. 76,7. Bent]: Bayle's Lett. Serm. 6, Addit. toLaw's 
Notes on King's Orig. Evil, p. 13. Bax ter's Inquiry 
into the Nat. of the 22 Sou! at large. f | 


'+ Newtoni Optict, Qu. ult. p. 341; 343. Gurdon's 
erm. pag. 169, Oc. — Ble s Lett, Serm. 7. 


things 


things upon Principles of Mechaniſm, when 
the — — that Meehan; 25 upon 

their Hypotheſis, is a greater Difficulty, than 
any of tho, it is introduced to explain. For 
deduce one thing from another ever ſo long 
in a mechanical Series, without running up 
to a firſt Mover ; what do you, but repeat 
the old exploded Conceit of the Elephant, 
and the Tortoiſe ? All mechanical Solutions 
of natural Events, tho' never ſo juſt as far 
as they go, yet leave us at laſt in as great 
Ignorance as they found us. It may be we 
are got to a-/econd or third Remove, and have 
ſhifted the Difficulty from the Elephant to 
the Tortoiſe. But that fatal Queſtion re- 
curring at every turn, and the Tortoiſe 
it ſelf how?” muſt ever ſtop us in our 
progreſs, till we have placed ſome. Immate- 
rial, Intelligent, Selfactive Principle at the 
head of Affairs. Our great Weoriſt, the ad- 
mirable Sir Jaac Newton, a much better 
Philoſopher, I do not ſay, meerly, than 
Epicurus, or Lucretius, or any of the more 
modern Retailers of their Blunders; but 
even than any of the moſt celebrated ones, 
whether of ancient or modern Times ; he, 
I ſay, was well aware of this Truth, and 
has born full Teſtimony to it. For tho' he 
had abundantly confirmed and eſtabliſhed 
his Principle of ani verſal Gravity upon the 
Authority of well-iry'd Facts and Experi- 
ments, and afterwards applied it with an- 

| . ſſuverable 


. + arg P. 344 


Auerable e Theo and Exp 7 


cation of the Mandane Syſtem e 

never conſiders it . * a Fud . 
of which he owns at the ſame time the | 
Cauſe to be wholly untnoun to him. And 


ſo far is he from thinking, that becauſe 


this Principle may fetve to account for other = 
things, therefore it needs no aceount to be 
given of ige that on the contrary, he 
gives hints I of ſome accounts he had been 


| endeauoring to form to himſelf of it; and 


finding none of them anſiver his purpoſe, 
eoncludes at laſt, with reſolving it into 4 
Hivine Energy and Superintendence, as ſeeing 
it utterly irreconeileable with any natural 


or mechanical Pegg. i 


80 chatupoh thewhole, this reTriumphs 
of the Epicureant upon this Article of na- 


rural Cauſes amount at laſt to a public Te- 


ſtimony againſt rbemſelves; and under a 
pretence of proclaiming their Victory, do but 


more effectually confirm their intire over- 


throw and defeat. For whilſt, with a de- 
ſign to explode the Belief of 4 God, they have 
hs about to explain Nature without him, 
the zl] Succeſs they have met with in theit 


1% Prin. Phil... Schol. gen. ſub! ks p- 344; 


374. 
by: © — p- 350, and elſewhere. 


Newtoni Optice, p. 37 3. Pris. Phil. Schol. gen. 


* pt, 


r 9 w I» -F 


( 
Attompt; is t0-#bem at leaſt a very convin- 


eing proof how impracticable ſuch an Ex- 
plication really is. And thus, by pretend - 


ing to undormine a popular Superſtition about 
— they have laid the Ground and 


oundation of a rational Perſuaſion of him; 
and ſhe wn juſt enough of the Nature and 
Powers of ſcond Cauſes to eſtabliſh beyond 
all poſſible doubt the Neceſſity and Reality 


8 1 this is wandering too far from our 
_ preſent purpoſe, I am not, (you know) 
_ undertaking to detect and expaſe every Er- 


ror and Inconſiſtency in the Epicurean 8y- 
ſtem ; my Quarrel at preſent being only 
with one particular Circumſtance of it, the 
reſolving. the Belief of a ſuperintending 
Deity into a Principle of Fear. And this, 


as I ſaid, ſeems to me a very unnatural So- 


lution of this Matter. For allowing the 


general Conſtitution of Nature to proclaim 


never fo loudly the infinite Power of its al- 
mighty Architect, yet the manifold traces; 
of &ind and good intention * which run e- 
very where thro" it, do at leaſt as ſtrongly 
evidence an infinite Goodneſs to have been, 
concerned in its Contrivance. And there 


fore, ſuppoſing Men to be never ſo ſenſible 


5 * See this Sentiment finely | d upon in Hatch.” 
Nat. and Cond. of the Peſſions, p. 180, 181, See alſo 
p. 182, to 189. r c 
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” x 
of the Power of their Maker, yet they muſt 
at the ſame time diſcern it to be a Power 

guided and directed by a Principle of Kind- 
neſt and Benevolence towards them, and con- 

ſequently an Object of Hope and Confidence, 
much rather than of Fear, or Diſquietude. 
Who ſees not that a great part of Nature 
miniſters directly to our Ce? A much 
greater to our Pleaſure and Entertain- 
ment * ? If ſome few particulars have a 
different Aſpect, ſtill the Balance upon 
compariſon turns evidently in our favour ; 
and a few contrary Inſtances rather con- 
firm than weaken a general Rule. Be- 
fides, that theſe ſeemingly natural Evili 
upon a more accurate inquiry into Na- 
ture, appear to have, even in themſelves, 
a beneficial Tendency upon the whole, or 
at leaſt to be the neceſſary Conſequences 


* This Thought is moſt beautifully purſued in the 
Spectator, vol. V. No. 387. The following Paſſage 
is ſo appoſite to our purpoſe, that I cannot forbear 

' tranſcribing it—To conſider farther this double End 
in the Works of Nature, and how they are at the 
ſame time both uſeful, and entertaining, we find the 
molt important Parts in the vegetable World are thoſe 
which are the moſt beautiful. Theſe are tlie Seeds by 
which the ſeveral Races of Plants are propagated and 
continued, and which are always lodged in Flawers, 
or Bloſſoms, Nature ſeems to hide her principal De- 
ſign, and to be induſtrious in making the Earth gay, 
and del:ghtful, whilſt the is carrying on her great Wort, 
and intent upon her own Preſervation. p. 274, 275. 
See alſo, No. 393 "081 cage 8k x 
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. 1 
of ſome general Principles that evidently 
Dave e 1 


As to what you Was obſerving, (Phik- 
mon) that ſome of the more extraordinary 
Appearances in Nature have a kind of na- 
tural Terror in them, it may, I think, be 


91 juſtly queſtioned whether Guilt or Superſti- 


rion have not been the chief Cauſes of this. 
At leaſt, even by your own account, the 
Inſtances of this kind are unuſual and ex- 
traordinary, and therefore not to be regard- 
ed in a general Eſtimate, Whereas, on the 
contrary, the ordinary lated Courſe of things 
is calculated to excite in us a perpetual 
Train of pleaſing and agreable Senſations. 
To go no farther than a familiar Inſtance: 


* See Archbiſhop Xi, of the Origin of Evil, tranſ- 
| lated by Law, cd e ere Fe Notes 
Rel. of Nat. delin. under the Art. of part. Prov. 
Eſſay on Man, 4. 109.— The Frame of Nature ſeems, 
as far as we know; plainly contriv'd for the gad of the 
Whole ; and the caſual Evits ſeem the neceſſary Con- 
comitants of ſome Mechaniſm, deſign d for vaſtly pre- 
pollent Good. Hutch. Tiquiry, p. 275. This Princi- 
ple, eſtabliſhed with full Evidenes by the Writers here 
referr*d to, and others that might be added, in many 
inſtances, and which is therefore by the argument of 
Analogy made ſomething more than probable in all: 
(fince We, or the Author of Nature, muſt be ſup- 
poſed eonſiſtent with himſelf) ſtrikes at the very 
foundation of the Manichean Scheme, and turns the 
Whole force of its Artillery upon it ſelf; a Circum- 
ſtance that deſerves to be taken notice , as pointing 
out the wretched Weakneſs of its Cauſe, which has 
not now, I would hope, many ſerious Abettors, 


. — 


— * . So EN — . „ yz g 42 
* 5 Yo , bn nth N 1 3 2 
99 * A OP; ks 6 * 3 r ; 
5 \ a $3 . 5 
6 941 a 
1 
* 
5 
( 6 | 
: ) 
” 


I have often been particularly pleaſed with 


the Obſervation of an ingenious Writer, that 


« a fine Day is a kind of ſenſual thay 2 
For my own part I always find it ſo. Tis 


then that Nature unfolds all her brighteſt | 
Charms to view, and opens, as it were, her 


whole Store-houſe of Bleſſings. The ini- 
mitable Beauty, Extent, and Variety of na- 


tural Praſbects, the Verdure of the Fields 


and Meadows, the agreable Fragrancy of 
the Air, the Luſtre, Mildneſs, and Benig- 


nity of the Heavens; in a word, the whole 


Scene about us wonderfully co-operates to 
our. Enjoyment +. "The World ſeems made 
for our peculiar Gratification ; our Spirits 
are chear d and enliven'd, our Imaginations 
warm'd and entertain'd, our rational Fa- 
culties invigorated and exerciſed. The whole 
Man overflows, as it were, with Delight and 
Complacency. In this agreable Conſciouſ- 
neſs, how does every anxious and diſguiet- 
ing Thought vaniſh! How open is the Soul 
to every grateful, affectionate, and devout 


Sir V. Temple, vol. I. fol. 273. Spectator, vol. V. 
Ne. 387. The Sun, which is —* — Soul of the 
Univerſe, and produces all the Neceſſaries of Life, has 
a particular Influence in chearing the Mind of Man, 
and making the Heart glad. LT” 1 

. + Providence has imprinted ſo many Smiles on Na- 


ture, that it is impoſſible for a Mind which is not ſunk 


in more groſs and ſenſual Delights, to take a Survey 


of them without ſeveral ſecret Senſations of Pleaſure, 


Spect. vol. V. No. 393. 


o 
* 
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Sentiment, towards the great Author of its 
Happineſs ! With what a generous Indig- 
nation does it reject every unworthy Appre- 
henſiqn of ſo tranſcendently ind and ex- 
cellent a Nature! How foreign the leaſt. 
Suſpicjon of Evil, from a Being of ſuch ex- 
perienced Bounty and Beneficence ! | 


Tus E (Philemon) are obvious Reflec- 
tions; were I diſpoſed to be more ab/ſtrafed 
and philoſophical, T might go on to obſerve 
that the very Notion of Power itſelſ, that 
Bugbear in the Epicurean Syſtem, (as in- 
deed what will not Guilt and Folly make 
ſuch ?) if we will but purſue it in its jut 
extent, implies and leads on to Goodneſs. 
Let us conſider a little-—If we look into owr- 
ſelves, and examine the State of our gw 
Hearts, (a Practice ſurely very neceſſary, 
before we aſcend, as a celebrated Author ex- 
preſſes it!, into the higher Regions of Divi- 
nity) ſhall we not eaſily diſcern, that Ma- 
lice is nothing elſe but Yeakneſs, Defect, 
and ImpotencyF? Should it not therefore 
* Chara#eriſlicks, vol. I. Page 41. | 
+ The obvious Frame of the Y/orld gives us Ideas of 
boundleſs Wiſdom, and Power in its Author; ſuch a 
Being we cannot conceive Indigent, and muſt conclude 
happy, and in the be/? ate poſſible, ſince he can fill 
gratify himſel : the beſt flate of rational Agents, and 
their greate/?, and moſt worthy Happineſs, we are ne- 
ceſſarlly led to imagine muſt conſiſt in univerſal effica- 
 eraus Benevolence; and hence we conclude the i 
: : eng- 


(28 

feem to be as neceſſarily eee from an 
independent, and ſelf- fuffcient Principle, as 
Dathneſts from 21 e There 1s on o 
* way of Reaſoning, fays the Author juſt 
now referred to F, but in certain Diſ 
« fempers of M go very ſovereign to ſuch as 
te can apply it; there can be no Malice but 
* where there is an Oppoſition of Intereſts; 
« an Uniduerſal, Independent Being can 

* have no Intereſts oppoſed, and therefore 
* xo Malice.” || So wiſely did the Poet 
characteriſe his ſovereign Being, a foverergn 
SG, . 
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Bur may there not be conceived ſuch 
a thing, (faid I) Hortenſius, as diftntereſted 
Malice? and abſtracting all Arguments 
from preſent Facts, might not an infinite- 

ly r Being be at the ſame time an 
injinitely evz] one? | 
Benevolent, in the moſt witverſal, impartial manner, 
Hutch. Inquiry, p. ult. | | 

* 'This way of thinking is much the ſame with that 
of the ingenious Tranſiater of Archbiſhop King, and 
other Writers, who derive the moral Attributes of the 
Deity by way of Conſequence from his natural ones. 

+ Chara#. vol. I. p. 39. 
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I It is ſcarce neceſſary "a to hint here, that this 
Notion will not, as has been ſometimes injuriouſly 
charged upon it by the Enemies of this Author, de- 
{troy all right of Puniſhment in the Deity towards 
any immoral Agent, ſince Puniſhments may end in 
the final Benefit of ſuch Agent ; and then they are 


Tax 


not the effects of Malice, but Goodneſs. 


: 9 * 
” 
2 


(29). 


T EHE Notion, (returned he, with ſome 
warmth,) is as full of Contradiction and 
Abſurdity as it is of Horror &. 


Bu r how think you, (ſaid I) as to our 

own Species? does not Hiſtory furniſh us 

with ſome Characters tharowly and delibe- 
 rately evil and malicious 


. * If all Malice be, as is here aſſerted, Yeatneſs, in- 
finite Malice is Weakneſs heighten'd to an infimte De- 
ree, that is, an infinite Privation, an infinite Nothing. 
his Point may deſerve a more particular illuſtration, 
Which it will admit of ſeveral ways; as thus—lt may 
be, that all Malice is attended with ſome Degree of 
Pain, and conſequently infinite Malevolence muſt be 
attended with an infinite Degree of Pain; that is, 
muſt be infinitely inconſiſtent with infinite Power. 
Again, an infinitely malevolent Deity could not poſ- 
ſibly communicate any Degree of Power or Know- 
ledge to any Creature, in as much as, it ſhould ſeem, 
Power and Knowledge are in their own nature good ; 
now to impart any Degree of Good is againſt the In- 
tereſts of a completely malicious Agent. But on the 
other hand, to deny that any Degrees of Knowledge 
and Power are actually communicated, is againſt all evi- 
dence of Fact and Experience. And indeed were we 
to abridge the ſupreme Being of any Power to com- 
municate theſe Attrjbutes, it would be making ſuch _ 
inroads upon his Omnipotence, as would render his 
| ſuppoſed Malevolence as contemptibly weak, as it is 
in every view ſhockingly deteſtable. Or laſtly, ſhould 
it be Kad. that infinite Maleyolence is {till at full li- 

berty to communicate both Knowledge and Power 
to it's Creatures, for that an artful Malice might eaſily 
throw in along with theſe ſuch imbittering Ingte- 
gients, as would make them a Puniſhment inſtead of 
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I think, (replied he) the incomparably 
ingenious Mr. Hutcheſon * has gone a 


great way towards proving that Human 
Nature admits not ſo deteſtable a Principle as 


a ſettled difinterefted Malice; and that thoſe. . 
Actions which have the worſt aſpect this 
way are to be reſolved only into the irre- 


gular and miſtaken Application of ſome 


| Ju ſti fiable Affection WS, However : allowing 


there might be ſome monſtrous Productions 


in the moral World, as well as there are 
in the natural, yet there is a common Stan- 
dard of true Formation in both: and what=- 


ever may be ſaid of Particulars, the gene- 
ral Conftiwtion of Human Nature is plain- 
ly a Benevolent one. And hence again 

165 | TL "mou 
a Blefling ; I add yet farther, infinite Malevolence 
cannot produce even Miſery itſelf to any Degree that 


will anſwer its purpoſes : becauſe univerſal unlimited 
Miſery cannot take place without univerſal unlimited 


Malevolence being introduced firſt : and that once- 


ſuppoſed in any Syſtem, it immediately becomes Felo 
de ſe, ſelf-deſtructive, and an impoſſible caſe. ASyſtem 
of Beings univerſally and abſolutely malevolent can no 
more ſubſiſt together, than a Set of abſolutely repelling 
Particles can form a World. Once more, it may be 
juſt intimated, that it is of the nature of Evil, as ſach, 


to deſtroy itſelf ; which makes a perfect malevolent 


Scheme, if one may uſe ſuch an Expreſſion, neceſla- 
rily impracticable.  _ 

* Vide Nature and Conduct of the Paſſions. © Inquiry, 
&c. paſſim. | 


+ Spectators may think we have pure diſmtereſted | 


Malice, when it is really only the overgrowth of a juſt 
| BE 1 natural 


9 


(83) 

riſes a farther very convincing Argument 
for the great Truth we are contending for ; 
fince a 1 — not himſelf the moſt diſin - 
tereſtedly Benevolent, would never of his 
own free motion have given ſuch a bene vo- 
lent Blaſs to a whole Species of his Crea- 
tures, as ſhould in a manner neceſfarily in- 
gage them in Offices of mutual uur 
and indearment: and which is ſo deeply 
rooted in their very Make and Conſtitu- 
tion, that Humanity, a Term expreſſive 
of it's Influence, is by common Language 


e ind, to the RY Diſtinction of 
Kind“ 


Mon EOVER, Philemon, for to you T 
| may well e in this s A, (fo he par- 


tially 
LE Affection, upon falſe Opinions, or confuſed 
Ideas, Hutch. Inquiry, p. 99.——Human Nature ſeems 


ſcarce capable of $1 BIG di ſinter N Hatred, or a 
ſedate Delight in the Miſery of others, Sc. Hutch. 
Inquiry, p. 132, 133, 134-——lt is very probable that 
there is no ſuch Degree of Wickedneſs in Human Na- 
ture, as, in cold Blood, to be pleas'd with the Miſery of 

others, when it is conceiv'd to be no Way uſeful to 
our Intereſts, &. Ibid. p. 157, to 159, & paſſim.— 
This partial Imagination of ſome good moral Dualities 
in Actions which have many cruel, inhuman, and de- 
Aructive Conſequences toward athers, i is what has kept 
Vice more in countenance than any other Conſidera- 
tion. bid. p. 228. Vide etiam 2 on Conduct 
the Pa Hin p. 104, 138, to 141, G 

* It is not material to our þ purpoſe Tale. whether 
theſe e Actions be ſuppoſed, as ſome would 
have it, innate; or, as others, only naturally acquired.” 


ther 
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tially addreſsd himſelf to me) who have ſo 
often made the Experiment; as the having 
theſe benevolent Affections is the very Badge 

and Character of our Nature, ſo from the 
cheriſhing, and improving theſe natural 
Seeds of Virtue, reſults the Perfection and 
Happineſs of it. The higheſt and moſt 
exquiſite Pleaſures we are at any time con- 
ſeious of, ariſe from a Senſe of our having 
ated in conſequence of kind, and good Af- 


fection. Whenever we do ſo, we feel a 


ſecret Joy and Tranſport diffuſing itſelf 
thro' our Breaſts; and the State of our 
Souls, like that of a well-tun'd Inſtrument, 


Fither way, this Reaſoning is equally conclaive oi: 


This moral Senſe, implanted in rational Agents, to de- 


light in; and admire whatever Actions flow from a 
ſtudy of the good of others, is one of the ſtrongeſt Evi- 
dences of Goodneſs in the Author of Nature. Inquiry, 
p. 275. Would we allow room to our Invention, 
to conceive what Conſtitutions of Senſes or Affections 

a malicious puiuerful Being might have formed, we ſhould 
ſoon ſee how few Evidences there are for ny cn Ap- 
prehenſion concerning the Author of this World. — 
Human Society might have been mads as uneaſy to us 
as the Company of Enemies, and yet a perpetual more 
violent Motive of Fear might have forced us to bear. - 
it. Malice, Rantour; Di/iruft; might have been our 


natural Temper. Our Honour and Self- Approbation 


might have depended upon Iujuries; and the Torments 
of others might have been made our Delight, which 

et we could not have enjoy'd thro? perpetual Fear. 
8 ſuch Cdntrivances We may eaſily conceive, 
whereby an evil Mind could have gratified his Malice 
by our Miſery : but how unlike, & c? Nat. arid Cond. 
ö ̃ oor hs 

9 1s 


nt 


(8) 

is all over Harmony, Sweetneſs, and Com- 
Sure. NO What is this but the /lent 
Teſtimony of our own Hearts that we are 
then in the bet, the moſt perfect ſtate of 
Being. of which our Nature is made capa- 
ble? And (hall we ( Philemon) refuſe that to 
the Creator, which we own and feel to be 
the higheſt Excellency, Perfection, and En- 
noblement of the Creature? Or ſhall we 
not rather acknowledge, that as it is the 
ftronger or weaker ſtate of this benevolent 
Principle in our ſelves that varies the ſeveral 
Degrees of Worth and Eſteem. amongſt | 
Men, ſo it is the intire prevalency, and un- 
allayed Perfection of it in the /upreme Being, 
that conſtitutes a truly divine Character, 
gives Grace and Luſtre to every other of his 
Attributes, and makes Deity. itſelf e 
e 1 


1 T is upon theſe grounds, (ald I) as 
I ſuppoſe, that the noble Author, you have 
more than once hinted at, makes it a 

Queſtion, Whether any thing befides Ill 
88 te r can be the Cauſe of Atheiſm * 2” 
There ſomething ſo comfortable, ſo every 
way agreable to the Intereſts of Mankind 
in general, and of each individual Man in 
particular, in the notion of a common Pa- 
rent, and Amun Protector of the Uni- 


* Chara#. vol. I. p. 23. | BEES 
F . 


634) | 
verſe, that an ordinarily good-natured Man 
would be tempted to wi/b there migbt be 
a God, even tho' he ſhould not be able to 

prove there was one. His AfetFions would 
evidently Jean this way, whatever might 
be the Deciſion of his Judgment in the 
Caſe, And therefore it muſt argue a very 
high Degree of Perverſeneſs and Depravity, 
a State of the moſt invenom'd Spleen. and 
Moroſeneſs, to ſtand out againſt fo falu- 
tary a Truth, in the midſt of that abun- 
dant Evidence with which it is at preſent 
ſurrounded. . ee 


AN p yet, (replied Hortenſus) as love- 
ly and beneficial as the Notion of a ſuper- 
intending Deity is in itſelf, the fame noble 
Author will tell you, that, (unbappily for 
the World!) it has been fo diſguiſed and 
tampered with, that as Religion flands 
*© amongſt us, there are many good People 
ce who would be eafier in their minds if they 
* were aſſured they had only mere Chance to 
& truſt to: Who rather tremble. to think 
ce there ſhould be a God, than that there 
% ſhould not be one x.. JL 


A fad State of Things indeed (return- 
ed I,) when Men entertain ſuch hard 
Thoughts of a /upreme Manager, as would 
almoſt drive them, if they durſt, to take 


® Charad. vol. I. p. 40. 1 


1e- 


$ { 35) 
refuge in Ferien Nature as the more com- 
L „ * 4 


Wazrenzo enou ugh ! (reſumed Hor- 
fenfius) but tis an evil for which there can 
be no Remedy, 'till Men can be prevailed 
upon to liſters more to Reaſon in their Re- 
| Wion, than, as their too general practice 

is at preſent, to the Suggeſtions of natural 
Temper, For this, Philemon, is the very 
'caſe in the Inſtance we are jos ev 489g of. 
Men of dark and gloomy Complexions in- 
vent a Deity, like full of Spleen, 
Sourneſs, and Severity. They bring their 
WM Humaur with them into heir Religion, 
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This is the peculiar Unhappineſs of Superſtition, 
that it cannot chooſe but diſapprove and inwardly wiſh 
£ againſt, what yet it is obliged to reverence. Odit, dum 
_ metuit, is the real truth of its caſe, This made the 
judicious Plutarch give the preference to Atheiſm, as 
Aeing at leaſt the more open and manly, I had . 
moſt ſaid, the more religious perſuaſion of the two; 
- it being rather a higher inſult upon the ſupreme Being 
to wiſh againſt his Exiſtence, than ſimply todisbelicyeir. 
Dun eneras Otus eie 0 a9, 5 de Jrioidaiprr" x 
erxkrat, rig cur. de one, amolaviw Jap Pobures, 
X&T01, YE bertę 0 Tarra O vrawuwa * uber v are 
N oH dr x i dero PoCov, we wx Ml ur 
MT 10, &Y ANCE Gy, Hts jAAXEGICER TTY TH 
cuber uv Gg eAcuepiay—And thus he excellently 
ſums up the matter. de ro babe deGd aH 
nig vd ey fuertg uv, 0 de de IH TH peace! abe S wy, 
a ee ep ow, 1 Te * 25 n Seon 0 0 Coarras, 
De Sup. p. 170. Ed. * 
1 and 


ä 5 
and from the actual Feeling of theſe evs/ 


Diſpoſitions in their own Breaſts, are led 


to make them the Characters of their Di- 
vinity. | 1 A . 3 4 TEE 


n 4 1 mn meaſuring, a faid) by 2 ; 


very partial and falſe Standard ; and one 


could not wonder at any Errors they fell 


into, who ſet out with no better a Guide. 


As irrational a Proceedure, (replied he) 


as you may eſteem it to be, believe 


me, tis a very common one. Seriouſly, 
Philemon, to one who has not well 
and often confidered this Subject, tis 
ſcarce poſſible to imagine how large a Part 


of what moſt People miſcall Religion, is 


but the prevailing Biaſs of their natural 
Diſpoſition, ſcreening itſelf under that ſa- 
cred Character, and Appearance. And the 
Misfortune is the greater, as 'tis hardly 
poſſible to undeceive them. Errors in 
Religion, when once thoroughly imbibed, 


are the moſt ſtubborn things in Nature. 


Nothing is ſo inflexible as Conſcience, 
when once it is ſet wrong. It darkens the 
mind to ſuch a fatal degree, that Convic- 
tion comes to be dreaded as a Crime, and 
even Blindneſs itſelf is eſteemed /fW#d. If 
you go about to /hew theſe deluded People 
to themſelves, they cannot endure the pain 
of the Repreſentation, They have been 
| ſo 
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(3): 
fo long uſed to confound their own Pre. 
judices about Religion with Religion 2z/e/f, 
that if you do but touch them in thoſe 
tender Points, immediately they raiſe a 
cry and an alarm againſt you, as if you was 
erazing the very Foundations of all Re- 
ligion, and common Morality. And it 
were to be wiſh'd, there were not ſome 
wiſer heads, who tho' they have diſcern- 
ment enough to ſee thro' the Cheat, can 
yet bring themſelves for intereſt ſake to 
| countenance. it, and artfully endeavour to 
ſupport and keep up a falſe Conſcience in 
the deluded Multitude, the better to in- 
ſlave them in a ſeryile dependance upon 
tbemſelves. . 


I have never (ſaid I, interrupting Hor- 
tenſius) been uſed to conſider this matter 
in the light you have now placed it in. 
I with you would enlarge a little upon it. 
It promiſes a good infight into the various 
Turns of religious Characters; a Point, I 
muſt own, I have always been at a loſs to 
account for to myſelf. For Religion is 
doubtleſs in it's own Nature ſimple and 
uniform: and as it is a Rule of Action e- 
qually reſpecting a// Men, muſt be fuch an 
one as is ſuited to the general State and 
Condition of al Men. But view it in the 
ſeveral Parties that make equal Profeſſion 
of it, in ſome it ſhall ſeem to conſiſt 
* wholly 
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„ .... | 
wholly in a recluſe and abftratted Devotion, | 


altogether incompatible with the Duties of 
ficial Life: in others in a frequent and un- 
relenting exerciſe of Se /- Diſeipline and Au- 
ferity, as intirely inconſſtent with all Re- 
liſh and Enjoyment of private Life, A 


* 


third fort ſhall lay all the ſtreſs upon hold- 
ing a particular Set of Opinions, with a 
fierce Zeal againſt all who happen to dif- 
- fer from them; a Notion this, again, ſo re- 
SIE to the very Nature of joc:al Be- 
ngs, that it has in fact done more than 
any other towards eradicating in ſeveral 
Inſtances the very ſocial Inftinf# out of 
Men's Hearts, and turn'd them looſe up- 
on one another to act ſome of the blackeſt 
Tragedies in Hiſtory *, as it is even at this 


*The moſt pernicious Perverſions of this Deſire (of 
Virtue) are weg, eee Admirations of certain moral 
Species, ſuch as A e of true Religion, Zeal for. 

à Party; whilſt other Virtues are overlook'd, and the 
very End to which the admired Qualities are ſubſer- 
vient is forgotten. Nat. and Cond. p. 38. This (viz. 
falſe Opinions of the Will and Laws of the Deity) is fo 
abundantly known to have produced Follies, Supenſti- 
tions, Murders, Devaſtations of Kingdoms, from a ſenſe 
of Virtue and Duty, that it is needleſs to mention par- 
tigular Inſtances. Ing. p. 190. Perſecution appears 
to the Agent a Zeal for the Truth, and for the eternal 

Happineſs of Men, which Heretics oppoſe. In ſuch In- 
| ſtances Men act upon very narrow Syſtems form d 
by fooliſh Opinions. It is not a Delight in the Miſe- 
ry of others, or Malice, which occaſions the horrid 
_ Crimes which fill our Hiſtories ; but generally an in- 
Judicious, unreaſonable Enthuſiaſm for ſome ſort of li- 
mited Virtue. bid. p. 189. | 
85 Inſtant 


pulouſly exa# in all the out ward Ceremo- 


ritt, or Politeneſi, or Diſcretion, was any 
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(29) 
doing in ſome Bigotted 
e are others who are ſcru» 


inſtant perhaps 


mali of Religion, at the ſame time that 
they are neglecting Duties of much higher 
Inportance in Life, upon the account of 


ſuch an external Compliance, Others a- 


gain, place all Sanctity in a cantracted 
Bro, and a moroſe Bebaviaur, in reprou- 


ing you for any little Levities of deport · 
ment, without any regard to Times, or 
Places, or Perſons; as if the want of Spi- 


dart of religious Obligation; or the 
ani and fporling Company, inſtead of im- 
proving or entertaining it, could be a Duty 
upon Creatures evidently formed and de- 
ſigned for all the Benefits of mutual Con- 
verſe and Friendly Intercourſe. 2 

Mx AN while, (interrupted Hortenſus) 
amidſt all theſe Extravagancies and Incon- 
fiſtencies of its deluded Vataries, Religion 
iti, is quite another thing from what any 
of them miſtake for it. It is a liberal, 


manly, rational, and ſocial Inſtitution; and 


ſuch as, conſider'd in its own genuine fen- 
dency, is calculated as well ta promote our 
common Intereſt and Happineſi in the pre- 
ſent Life, as it is to fit us for that better fate 


of Being which is promiſed as its reward in 


the future, *Tis ſuch a ſervice asis worthy 
| — of 
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3 . 199 
of that great and good Being, who is the 
Object of it, to enſoin; and of the reaſon- 
able Nature of Man, the Subject of it, to 
tform I will explain to you the whole 
Secret of theſe manifold Inconſiſtencies. 


| You, Philemon, (continued he) are too 
well acquainted with human Nature, not 
to ſee how infinitely the ſame Paſſions which 


belong in the groſs to the ble Species are 


diverfified in each Individual of it. Every 
Man has his particular ruling Paſſion ; dif- 
ferent in ſome reſpect or other from that of 
every other Man living. "Tis a great miſ- 
take to imagine even his Religion itſelf is 
wholly privileged from the Influence of this 
Maſter Principle. Whatever the Advocates 
of ſevere Mortification may ſay of the Ne- 
ceſſity of ſubduing our ręigning Paſſion, 1 
have ſeldom obſerved any one ſo ſucceſsful 
in this Self-Confli# as to come off with a 
compleat Victory. Religion itſelf is gene- 

rally ſo far from controuling this Maſter 


Paſſion, that it even takes its o Turn and 
Denomination from it. At the utmoſt, it 


only diverts it from one Channel to another, 


varying the Inſtances perhaps, but not at all 


the Degree of its Indulgence. I could illu- 
ſtrate this Remark by numberleſs Exam- 
ples—You know the general Character 
of Sebaſtius, ANT = 
5 =” Hz 
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Hx is certainly, (faid-T) a Man of great 
Wins and Genius, but he has unfortunate- 
ly taken a wrong Turn. He is in a great 
meaſure loſt to the World in a Recluſe 
Monaſtic Life; and his natural Good Sen/e 
by having been unhappily miſapplied, does 
but add new Fuel to his Diſtemper, and 
eſtabliſh him i in a more confirm'd State of 


5 | * 


WO you n never hear, faid Hortenfu) 


T how he firſt fell into this Religious Mad- 


neſs? An old Acquaintance of his has told 
me, that tho he was always a Man of a 
grave regular Diſpoſition, even in his 
youngeſt days, yet he did not take this 

- Recluſe/Turn till after a TO. he 
met with in Love. 3 


How, (faid I. interrupting 4 with 
ſome ſurprize) Was he then ever in Love? 
He is the laſt Man in the World I ſhould 
have ſuſpected to have been of an amorous 
| . 


Ver (replied he) his -preſent Turn of 
Charafer, which you, I ſuppoſe, look 
upon as an Argument of the contrary, gives 
me the ſtrongeſt proof and conviction of | 
it be. 


6 U 
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Wu Ar he might once have been, (re- 
turned I,) I cannot ſay; but certainly he 
has long ſince got the better of himſelf n 
this point. Why he has mortified himſelf, 
almoſt into the Condition of a Skeleton. 


Tn aT may be Philemon, (ſaid he) and 
yet his natural Diſpoſition is juſt where it 
was, he has only ſhifted the Object of his 
Paſſion. 


Twsas ridiculous, (I could not help 
interpoſing) to ſuppoſe the fender Paſſion 
could have any hold upon him, who was 
all over Moro/eneſs and Severity. ; 


ALL you can fay to bring him off, (re- 
plied he) does but confirm me the more- 
in the Opinion I have of him. The Cir- 
cumſtance you have laſt mention'd, in par- 
ticular, evidences beyond all others the 
Strength of his Attachment to his beloved 
Object. Can any thing ſhew a greater Ex- 

travagancy of Paſſion, than to fee him fa- 
crifice, as he does, all the Comforts of Life 
to the Idol of his captivated Afections? 


I could not but wonder, (J obſerved to 
him) where this Idol was to be found, I 
was ſure not in his World; for as to every 

n thing 
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(43 ) 
| thing here below, it had long fince ceaſed 
to have any Ingagements with him. 
Fer cannot you conceive, (ſaid he) 
Philemon, that ſome fancied Species of Di- 
vinity may have ſupplied the abſence of 
an earthly and ſenfible Object, and fill'd up 
that Chaſm in his Breaſt, which the Dz/- 

N I was telling you of had left 
Boſe WE 1H0G ©) 2. OOIBDOF 1; | 


Ton Fancy, (faid I,) is pleaſant e- 
nough, Hortenſius; I never yet thought 
there had been any Alliance between the 
Paſſions of Love and religious Enthuſiaſm. 
I. grant indeed there is generally an Enthu- 

n in Love; but ſure tis of a ver 
different kind from what is called ſuch in 


r 


Religion. 


N 1 . only the ſame Paſſion, (replied 
he) differently applied and exerciſed. Be- 


* ”Tis the peculiar Glory of Man, (ſays Mr. NEPI | 
to be an amorous, as well as a rational Being. Miſcel. 
8v0, p. 325. And accordingly he elſewhere com- 

pares this amorous Biaſs and Endeavour of the Soul 
to that ſtock of Motion, which the French Philoſo- 
pher ſuppofes the Univerſe at firſt endow'd with, 
which continues always at the ſame rate, not to be 
abated or increaſed ; not that this Equality of Love is 

to be underſtood in reference to particular Objects, 
any more than that of Motion to particular Bodies ; 
but only, that it gains in one part, as much as it loſes 
in another. Miſcel. p. 296. | 

| G 2 lieve 
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(44) | 
lieve me, Philemon, Enthufiaſm . has been 
more indebted for Converts to the Quarter 
of diſappointed Love, than to any other 
- whatſoever. Affectionate Tempers . muſt 
ſettle ſome where. If they find not the 
expected Returns of their Paſſion upon 
Earth, nothing more common than for 
them to take Refuge in Heaven, And if 


7 


the Expreſſion might not be cenſured as 
too bold, I wool add, to ſollicite the 
Deity with as much Warmth, and in a 
great degree of the ſame kind, as they did 


4 


before a Miſtreſs 2, * 


St. Auſtin is by no means a ſingle Inſtance of a 
reformed Debauchee becoming a very eminent Devo- 
tionaliſt: magna ex atque vehementer Conſue- 
tudo ſatiandæ inſatiabilis Concupiſcentiz me captum 
excruciabat, is his own Account of himſelf in the 
beginning of Life, (Conf. lib. 6. cap. 12.) And if 
we examine him after his Converſion, we ſhall not 
perhaps find him ſo very different a Man, as may be 
imagined at firſt thought. Deſcendat Domine, 
deſcendat precor, deſcendat in cor meum odor tui 
ſuaviſſimus, ingrediatur amor tui mellifluus, veniat 
mihi tui ſaporis-mira & inenarrabilis fragrantia, que 
ſempiternas in me ſuſcitet concupiſcentias——And elſe- 
where, amplectar te ſponſe cceleſtis, amplectar te bono, 
ſine quo nihil bonum, fruar te optimo, ſine quo nihil 
optimum; and again, prope eſto in corde, quia amore 
langueoquare faciem tuam avertis? eja, Domine; 
moriar ut te videam——are ſtrains of Piety no ways 
_ unſuitable to his original Character. The Devolo, 
we ſee, need not change either his Style, or his Senti- 
ments, as a Lover; all he has to Co is to apply them 


anew. N 
80 


: 


65 ) 


So "a you ſappoſe, (ald J,) their 
12 e e ſubſiſts the ſame as 
| ever,only it has taken a Religious turn. Their 
Paſſion is transferred from mere Mortal 
to a ſpiritual and divine Object, and Love 

in them is maten into Devotion, 


_ Un DOUBTEDLY 8 e 
he) that is the very Truth of their Caſe. 
Their Inamorato- Character, as you have 
well obſcrveg, enters into and tinctures 
their Religion itſelf, Their Devotion is 
only a bf rent Modification of their ruling 
Paſſion. They cannot be ſaid to act upon 
any juſt and rational Principle, becauſe 
their Turn of Character is not conſent, and 
of a piece with itſelf. They ſubſtitute 
one Part of Religion for the Whole: And 
as if all Duties were comprehended in 
thoſe of the Chet, ſuffer a fond Attach- 
ment to the rapturous Exerciſes of a recluſe 
and ſolitary Piety to take place to the ex- 
clufion of a more active and uſeful Virtue. 
They ſpend ſo much of their Time in 
Prayer and Retirement, as to leave them- 
ſelves neither Leiſure nor Inclination to 
attend to the ordinary Offices of civil and 
ſocial Life. In ſhort, they act as if it was 
the only genuine Teſt of true Love to God, 
to affect an intirely u/ele 955 Character with 
e to Men. 

> 'TreRE 
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＋ HE xx cannot farely, I app! 
be conceiv'd a more unworthy and degra- 
ding Apprehenſion of the Divine Being. 
than to imagine Him more pleas d with 
the ungovern d Sallies of devout Phrenzy, 
the wild Tranſports of an heated Enibu- 
fraſm, than with the rational, ſober, and 
manly Exerciſe of true and ſubſtantial 6/20 i 
rue, Goodneſs, and Benevolence. aan 

I am entirely: (rewind de) ef your 
opinion, Philemon; the only rational wa 
of recommending ourſelves to the Deity, is 
by imitating him as far as we are able; 
and there is nothing by which we approach 
to a nearer Reſemblance of him, than by an 
active, and diffuſive Goodneſs. But the 
_ ſober Purſuits of an unaffected Virtue are 
too remiſs and Hfeleſs an Employment for 
tuch warm and ſanguine Tempers as we 
have been ſpeaking of. To ſerve God by 
doing good to Men, will not anſwer their 
Purpoſe: Their Paſſion is towards an ec- 
Aatic Species of Religion, a Religion, like 
themſelves, made ow of Heat and Flame. 


HERR I could not forbear expreſſing to 
Hortenfius how much pleaſed I was with 
the Account he had been giving me of this 
amorous Turn in Religion. I had often, 
4 obſerved to Him) met with People of a 


religious 


(„ 

religious Character, who ſeemed to 

all Nen in a particular Warmth, and 

Strictneſs of Devot ion; but I never yet had 

traced this over-devout Humour to it's true 

Source, I never thought of reſolving it 
into a Confiitutional Prejudice, into the 
particular alte and Cab of their natural 

1 * 


81 LIEVE me, e PP Rr he) 
| * more you reflect upon theſe Devotee - 
Characters, the more you will be inclined 
to do ſo Do but conſult your own Ob- 
ſervation and Experience, I dare be confi- 
dent you never knew an Inſtance of a 
thorow Devotee in Religion, whom you 
had not great reaſon to ſuſpect to be in 
other reſpects a Perſon of a warm ang paſ- 
os Diſpoſition. 


FoR my part, (ald I) Hortenfus, I 1 
always avoided, as much as poſſible, enter- 
ing into the Familiarities of People of this 
ſtamp. They are generally ſpeaking a mo- 

roſe untractable Set of Mortals, and tis well 
for the reſt of the World that their Princi- 
ple leads them to have but little to 4a with 
it, But now that you have ſuggeſted the 
Obſervation to me, amongſt ſuch as I have 
ever had an Opportunity of knowing any 
thing of, I really think I have diſcovered 
the e part to be People of frrong Paſ-. 


TONS, 


1 a8) 
fons. *Tis a Character one does not often 
meet with in Men; it prevails, I have ob- 
ſerved, much more generally in the Female 
Word... „ 


I ᷑x does fo, Philemon, (ſaid he) and 
from the Principles we have laid down, 
you cannot but be ſenſible, if you will re- 
flect a little, how natural it is that it ſhould. 
Women, you know, tis generally agreed, 
exceed us in the Strength of their Paſſions. 
What wonder is it then that they are more 
inclined to the paſſionate Species of Reli- 
gion? That they 3 us particularly in 
the /ofter Paſſions is ſo notorious, that the 
Epithet t is from thence frequently made 
uſe of in common Language as Characte- 
riſtzcal of the very SM M. 


IT is ſo, (faid I) and it is remarkable, 
that this Soft#ne/51s ſo eſſential an Ingredient 
in the Female Conſtitution, that if at any 
time we diſcover an undue Prevalency of 
the rougher Paſſions in any particular In- 
Nance, we are naturally led to take the 
Odium of it to ourſelves; endeavouring to 
diſguiſe, as it were, the Truth of the Sex, 
and ſtiling ſuch Characters Maſculine. 


Tus is a piece of Complaiſance, (ſaid 
Hortenſius) for which the Fair Sex is obliged 
to us; but it evidently proceeds upon this 
: ſettled 


(49) 


 fettled Acknowledgment on our parts, that 


the moſt natural and approved ſtate of Fe- 


3 male Minds is to abound with the tenderer 


Paſſions.” Now this Point being once ad- 

mitted, *tis but to give a Religious Turn to 
this natural Softneſs, and you have the com- 
__ . of a Female Devotionaliſt. 


IT is well (I abfcrned) that you have & 
cankd the /ofter Paſſions their Proportion in 
this ſort of Characters, by aſſigning them 
their Office in Religion. If you had not 
contrived them an Exiſtence there, it would 
be difficult for the moſt part to find any 
other Saluo for them. | 


= am pretty a of your opinion, ber- 2 
turned he) but tis no wonder they who 


are ſo thorowly enamoured of Heaven 


| ſhould eſteem it a kind of Profanation to 


admit any mere earthly Object into a Parti- 
nerſhip in the tender Affections. 


Bor how, (a inte rpoſed) do you ac- 
count | Hortenſfius, for the { bfter Paffons firſt 
taking this Religious Turn? You cannot 
always reſolve it, as you did juſt now in 
the Inſtance of Scbaſtius, into a Diſappoint- 
ment in Love. I am ſure I could mention 
ſome Female Devotees of my Acquaintance 
who never can have experienced a Diſap- 
ointment of this ſort. I am ſtrangely 
1 © miſ- 
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muſt baue had Parts, as Dr. ung expreſſes 


wanting.“ One Inſtance, which he gives from 


| (50) 1 
miſtaken if ever they had an Application 
of bis nature made to them. The Man 


it, bo could find Doſtructiun theres. 


IV ſtating your Queſtion, (replied he) 


Philemon, you have unawares ſuggeſted the 


Anſwer to it—that very Circumſtance you 


but now hinted at, the want of fimely Ap- 
plication from eur Sex, unravels the whole 
Myſtery of the matter at once. Tis all 
one as to the Point Iam concern'd to main- 


tain, whether the render Paſſions have ne- 


ver had an Opportunity to fix themſelves, 


or have been violently Zorn from the be- 
loved Object after they had once been fixed 


there. Either way they will be alike re- 


ſtrained from their due Scope and Exerciſe. 
And if no natural Object preſents itſelf at 
a 07 gag Seaſon, they will be apt to carve 
out for themſelves an imaginary and arti- 


Ficral one 


.* Univerſal Paſſion, Sat. vi. p. 137. 8 

+ Aontagne has a Chapter in his Eſſays upon this 
_ Topic; * that our Affections difcharge them- 
<«< ſelves upon falſe Objects, where the true ones are 


Plutarch, is of that Paſſion which ſome People ſhew 

to Dogs and other Animals. Plutarch dit a propos, 
(ſays he) de ceux qui S affectionnent aux guenons & 
petits chiens, que la partie amoureuſe qui eſt en nous, 
à faute de priſe legitime, plutot que de demeurer en 


vain sen forge ainſi une fauſſe & frivole. Eats, chap. 


. av. I. 8 
TORY Tris 


(3) 


T HIS b Gems to account (aid I) for a Re- 
mark I have ſometimes made, that the moſt 
faneh Female Devotees are to be met with 
in the ſingle State, and that too after ſome 
moderate Ad vancement in Life, 1 


. 


Ir did 6. (he allowed) and it would ac- | 
count likewiſe for another thing which I 
might poſſibly have had occaſion to ob- 
ſerve, that where this Turn of Mind hap- 
pens to prevail, as it ſometimes does, in the 
conjugal Eſtate, tis generally after that State 
has proved unhappy. A repeated Series of 
Injuries and ill Treatment weans the Afec- 
tions of the lighted Party from an Object 
ſhe has experienc'd to be ſo undeſerving of 
them; and when once the natural Engage- 
ment is thus forcibly deſtroy'd, tis odds 
but ſome amorous Species of a higher kind 
ſtrikes in at this critical Conjuncture; the 
Flame breaks out anew at ſome more hal. 
lowed Shrine, and mere human Love refines 
ſelf: into * Rapture. 


I believe, (rep led I in the general you 
. may be in the Hoke. Yet I have known 
ſome Women ſtrongly addicted to this de- 
vont Paſſion, who have never been driven 
to take refuge i in it by any ill Uſage from 
the part of their Huſbands. The natural 
Object, to uſe your IE has been 

ſuf- 


„ 


ſufficiently worthy of their tendereſt Af- 
fections, and yet they have thought fit 
wholly to beſtow them upon the artificial. 
Inſomuch that their time has been in a 
manner divided between the alternate Re- 
turns of Devotion: towards Heaven, and of 
a general Diſplicence and Peeviſhneſs to- 
wards every thing befides. They have 
been for ever in a fit of Prayer, or of 


L. Humour. 


I am aware, (reſumed: Hortenſius) this is 


a Caſe that does ſometimes happen, tho' 
not ſo frequently as thoſe others we have 

mention'd. One may not always be able 
to diſtinguiſh particularly. from whence the 


amorous Paſſion took the Religious Turn we 


have been ſpeaking of; yet from the gene- 


ral Reaſon of the thing one may be very con- 


fident, that, by ſome means or other, it muſt 
have done . Perhaps in the particular 
Caſe laſt given the fair-Inamorato might 
have imbibed the devout Paſſion as it were 


with her very Mother's Milk. She was 
bred up to it from her Infancy. The Turn 


of her Inſtruction, her Reading, her Con- 
verſation lay all th;s way. She was ſo early 
accuſtomed to ſee Devotion ſubſtituted for 
Religion, that ſhe has inſenſibly catched the 


ſame Spirit and Turn of Thinking. She 


has practiſed this devotional Habit ſo long 


till the is become thorowly inamoured of it; 


3 5 5 "Mk 


# 


G& 6% % 

it is wrought into her very Maze, and na · 
tural Conſtitution. At leaſt it may be af- 
firmed in general, that the Partiality and 
inconſiſtent Turn of ſuch devotionaliſt- Cha- 
racters as we have been deſcribing, cannot 
be any-wiſe accounted for upon a ratio- 
nal footing. The true Riſe and Source of 


= them lies in the Paſfions : They are reſol- 


vible only into the prevailing Influence of 
the natural Temper inſinuating itſelf, to the 
5 deception of the very Parties themſelves, 
into the Make and Complexion of their Re- 
ligion. Inſomuch that whilſt theſe rap- 
tur d Inamoratos imagine they are paying 
homage to the Divinity, they are in reality 
but worſhipping the Io of their own In- 
clinations. They are a ſort of religious 
Debauchees, if —— may be pardoned ſuch an 
Expreſſion, who have found out the Art of 
reconciling Grace and Nature, Piety and 
Senſuality. In the midſt of all their Preten- 
ſions to an uncommon Strictneſs and Sanc- 
tity, they are only exerciſing a more re- 
fined, and diſguiſed ſort of Se elf Tudulgence. 
Their Religion i is only a more ſpecions Pre- 
text for the fuller Gratification of ſome of 
their warme/? Appetites, their Devotion but 
a more exquiſite and ſpiritualixed Concupi- 
ſcence. To confirm this Account to you 
yet farther, Philemon, do but conſider with 
your ſelf in how amorous a Stile moſt of 
our 


oo 


our Books of Devotion, as they are called, 


are written *, 


I had often (I faid) obſerved it, and had 
been extremely ſhocked at it. It was a 
manner of Addreſs, I thought, much fitter 
for a diſſolute Lover, than for a religious 


A 8 


Tux V are, (returned he) for the moſt 
part the Compoſitions of that ſort of People 
we have been deſcribing; and indeed they 


Up my Soul, become an humble Spouſe of the 
Lord 7 us; feed thy ſelf with his Beauty, make him 
thy Darling, receive him into thy Beſom, quench thy 
Thirſt with his Blozd, hold him , do not let him 
go—Horneck's Fire of the Altar, p. 33. O lovely 
Bridegroom of my Soul, wound my Heart, that it may 
be ſick of Love, p. 34. as above. 5 
Let me ſtay and entertain my longing Soul with the 
| Contemplation of thy Beauty, till thou ſhalt condeſcend 
to hiſs me with the 2 of thy Mouth, till thou ſhalt 
bring me into thy Banguetting- Houſe. Norris's Miſcel. 
129. p. 358. My God, my pine who art fairer 
than the Children of Men, draw me, and I will run af. 
ter the. Wound me deep, and ſtrike me thro! with 
the Arrows of a divine Paſſion, p. 261. as before. 
O Banquet of Love, heavenly ſweet, let my Bawels 
be WW by thee, my inward Parts overflow with 
the Nectar of thy Love. St. Auſtin's Medit. tranſlated 
by Stanhope, p. 258, and at large. My deareſt Lord, 
when ſhall I enjoy and talk with thee alone, in Language 
ff and tender, fweet and charming, as the wnreſerved 
Letirements, and endearing Whiſpers of the moſt paſ- 
fimate Lovers? Thomas a Kempis, tranſlated by Stan- 
. hope, p. 325, and at large——Biſhop Taylor's Devo- 


tional Works, at large—Auguſtini Confeſl. paſſim. 
carry 


(35) 


carry in them foo evident Indications of the 
Lemper and Character of their Authors, to 
5 uppoſed to come from any other quar- 
Wbat elſe are they, but the wanton 
Exerciſes of a warm Imagination, and a 
luſcious Fancy? Such as evidence beyond 
all other proofs the Genius and Complexion 
| of that Species of Religion, where Warmth 
of Canſtitution, not Reaſon, has the chief 
wa ſovereign Influence. Inſtead of ſpeak- 
ing the Language of 4 ſerious, rational, un- 
a Feed Piety, they abound wholly with 
rapturous Flights of unballou d — and 
Strains of myſtical Diſſoluteneſi. They pol. 
lute the Soul with luſcious Images, warm it 
into. irregular Ferments, and fire it with a 
_ falſe Paſſion; diſſipating all due Compoſure, 
and Recollection of Mind, and laying open 
the Heart to all the 714 Extravagances of 
frantic Enthufiaſm. Tis for this Reaſon, 
Philemon, that Women in general are ſo 
much taken with this kind of Writings, 
that the far greateſt part of female Religion 
is nothing elſe but the multiplied Uſe of 
theſe devout Formularies; they ſute, beyond 
all others, their natural Warmth of Tem- 
Pet, and Conſtitution, 


IX is this way of thinking and ulli 
in Religion (ſaid 1,) that, I ſuppoſe, has 
ke riſe to what is called Myſtical Theo- 


, 


1 
My, the Teachers whereof have acco 
ingly been ſtiled My/ics 


2 


II is fo, (replied Hortenſius) the more 
modern Platoniſis *, and ſome fanciful 
Schoolmen ſeem to have led the way in 
this Myſtical Syſtem; in which they have 
been ſince followed by too many whimſi- 
cal enthuſiaſtic Writers of later times, as 
well in our own, as foreign Communions, 
Papiſts, and Proteſtants, Churchmen, and 
Diſſenters. A Syſtem it is, Philemon, of 
the moſt luſcious and unintelligible Jargon 


that even the ildneſs of | Enthufiaſm itſelf : 


could ever deviſe 1. The true Spirit of 
e 8 accep- 
Dic. de Monſ. Bayle, Tom. 3. p. 760. Art. K. 
quat. Ed. a Amflerdam. Ne voila-t'il pas la Voie uni- 
tive dont les Myſtiques nous parlent tant? ne peut-on 

par les accuſer d'etre plagiaires des Platoniciens? _ 
| + The following Scale of the Aſcent of the Soul to 
God, given us from the myſtic Writers by no leſs a 
Perſon than Mr. Norris, is well worth tranſcribing. It 
conſiſts of 15 Degrees. The firſt is Intuition of Truth, 
The 2d a Retirement of all the Vigor and Strength of 
the Faculties into the innermoſt Parts of the Soul; 
the 3d is ſpiritual Silence; 4 is Reſt; 5 is Union; 
6 is hearing of the ſtill Voice of God; 7 is ſpiritual 
Slumber; 8 is Extaſy; 9 is Rapture; 10 is the corporeal 
Appearance of Chriſt and the Saints; 11 is the imagina- 
ry Appearance of the ſame; 12 is the intellectual Viſion 
of God; 13 is the Viſion of God in r lis 


an admirable Manifeſtation of God; 15 is a clear and 


intuitive Viſion of him, ſuch as St. Auſtin, and Thomas 

Aquinas attribute to St. Paul, when he was rapt up into 

the third Heaven, —Others of them reckon 7 Degrees 

oaly, viz. Taſte, Deſire, Satiety, Ebriety, _ rity, - 
| | Tran- 


$7 
acceptable nag, . is in its own 
ag . 94555 and reaſonable Service, 
 hete ad le WI ay to evaper aporate in unna- 
Fe x * an extatic' Fetvors, ſuch 
8 e 5 nds are altogether Strangers 
ken 1 i $9, ars ip indeed A der, and 
195 and 7 e 1 Ha of © a Rational 
ature, ., AR yet, P 725 ſo intoxica- 
ting are ee fanciful Refinements, that 
when warm Heads have once given thorow= 
tae m, they fondly delude themſelyes 
e 


t, they are RY 70 the very higheſt 
{piritua n have 
ebe 15 Be 
were, Piety ; ; and' are ina e al. 
2 5 A in the Joys and 1 of 
Heaven, by a kind of preſent Senſe, and 
Anticipation of them upon branch ©. PID 
n OV Hg Fr AX nn 11 "Tran 
Karate, 3 but ** name. of MAY they fay, is 
known only to . Nerr Mike > 343,330. 
Abſurd and ſenſeleſs 1—The £ape Myr te » thus 
ae by Biſhop Taylor—lt is, fa 
—— 8 and ee and a Mali Sake 


ron of Pros Exon, han fall 
dive Bana end b mane bay Fare pon 
Vine cauty ; is carri on to E xtaſys, res, 
Suſpenſions, Elevations, Abſtractions, and Apprehen- 
ſions beatifical—Great En p..60. One can un- 
derſtand nothing e{{e in all this Deſcription but the ex- 
creme Laing Ne e 
orris expreſſly ellly call this State of myſtical 
= Me, Nor Devotion divine Virtue, in diſtinction 
from moral, or civil Fi Lan The latter, be . is a 
tate 


3} 1 
1 2 


* 
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WY HAT ay may likely DAE be, be. 


terpos 'd 1 accotding to the groſs C | 
tions they appear to entertain of the Na- 
ture, an Employments of that Place. For 
by the luſcious Deſcriptions which they ge- 
nerally give of it, one would rather 1 nag 

it to be a ſenſual,” or Mahometan e 
than a Heaven of rational e 8 


r 


Lor are much ! in the ri ight, Philimon, 
(faid he) that ſame Myſtic Bat in which 
they place the Perfection of all Piety here, 
and the Completion of Beatitude hereafter, 
if 1 it was not e that natural Air of Gra- 


Seate of Pro img, th former of Poet in ren th 
tage of human cet10n, utmoſt 
_ Ae, 24 ron hep 70 
i 1,332 alſo, a certain 
27 75 — 1 5 gt of Fa, lici — 5 Mount 
2 s Preſence the 2. ange 3 
tions, and an excellent Religion, | 2 divine ct 
Feaft Of Lev. i 
Norr. 2 *p, 21555 We, «6 © The Fruitian : 
*« God'is to be refolved, ſays this Author, partly i — 
Viſien, and partly ie E theſe are the two Arms 
with which we embrace the Diver: Tal. our 
Souls to the Jair-one, and the ſeell. 8vo. 
p. 412. rr ys to be 
admitted to this b c State in theſe Words, I 
. * beſeech thet ſhew me thy Gumy ; withdraw thy Hand 
from the Chft of the Rock, and remove the Bounds 
<< from the of thy Preſence, that I may fee 


< thee as thou art, face to face, and ever dwell in the 
light of thy Beauty.” p. 2155 1 


; vity 


St. Auſt. Med. and Conf. 
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which always talk of j t, 
f . wh 1925 wanton and pL 
one bal z. But as ludicrous an Ap- 

asi it carries with it at firſt light, 
is in reality a very ſerious Evil at the bot- 
tom. For it — to miſlead Men's Minds 
from the rue Point both of their Duty, 
nd Happineſs, when they hey bring them- 
ſelves to acquieſce in ſuch 6 45 45 > and miſta- 

Len Subſtitutes of them. accordingly 
this we have more than once obſerved to w 
the Caſe in Fact of theſe\Inamorato's'in 
- Religion, . that they are ſo much taken up 
5 with their own fanciful Abſtractions, as to 
egard the whole Circle of civil and ſocial 

ates with great Coolneſs, and Indifferency. 
"Theſe are _ and groveling Purſuits; un- 
. _.* worthy the Attention of People ſo much 
Ar, W as a N And ow 

0 


I eee all the Courſe of virtuous Meditation the Soul 
is like a Virgin invited to make a matrimonial Contract; 

| . ires into the Condition of the Perſon, his ERate 

iſpoſition, and other Circumſtances of Amability 


ran Defire: but when ſhe is ſatisfied: with theſe Inqui- 1 


Lies, and hath choſen her Husband, ſhe no more con- 
fiders Particulars, but is moved by his Voice and Geſture, 
and runs to his Entertainment and Fruition, and ſpends 
| | herſelf wholly in Aﬀedions, not to obiarn, but injoy his 

| Love, Great Exemplar. p. 60. 
7 As to the ſocial Duties, tis an Obſervation too 
common in Experience, that the forwardeft Pietiſts 
are very often People of the weakeſt and narrow- 
ed Benevolence. A Foreign Author, ſpeaking of certain 
FO Perſons who 1 * a more than my 
T1 itnels 
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them to 


lr 
ſhould condetend to uct 


8 8 $ have — 4 


their Part i toletabls 7 1 
ſo much — le As tkiSof arch ? 
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| thiy dave whb are al- 
ee admitted tolthe:Brb- 
Nez Nt Be Ang 11 | fefic 


_ Arifinek 8 e debe Ht EE 
eh, 


many other a 


_ theſe {ſpirutions 
H 93 eſs 05 an] 
cence o An ory fe; 


Men into. See ict. under Art. Rev 
Letter A. g vol. e 2 U rs Mr. Meri 
and the Author of the Propoſal to the Ladies concern- 


ing the Love of God, where *tis a Principle on bath 
agreed to, that the Love of God ought to xc all 


other inferior Complacencies, Now where a Laue of 


Complac is ite pH ws Love of Benevolence ſel- 
e Arey. See this Notion well ex- 


dom pre ates very 
poſed in Hutche) 2 Mutations, c. p. 329. to the 


end. This ting Paradox in Divinity, ſo much 


2 Favourite with Mr. Norris, that it is introdubed at 


every turn in almoſt all his Writings, was a Conſe- 
1 of his enthuſiaſtic Philoſoph 8 & our ſeeing all 
1 


gs in God; à Leſſon which he learnt from the 
celebrated Father Malbrancho, and very \ induftriouſly 
inculcated upon his female Correſpondent, who being 
of a Temper too fevere to reliſh any thing eaſy or na- 
tural ; and having poſleſs'd in an eminent degree. the 


Gift of Þſrigidation,which Mr, Boyle bmeu here peat 
. © Bo 2 , o x 


( 


0 
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tific Preſence of their Maker * to endea- 
aur after any ifcations for 
that purpoſe nt late, Lie nearer Ad- 
uvances were to be made this way, yet 
how. much wobler a Field of Exerciſe to 
the devout and aſpiring Soul are the 3 
pic Entertainments of Myſſt iciſin a 
e than the mean and ordinary Practice 
fa mere eartbiꝝ and common Virtue f. 


_— IT % 8 11765 ehe THz 


0 f. 1s well Inc clin ned! Ov bratlh Delirieb which Wc 
% Wowed I to any Creature, under colour — | 


5 op ang meaſure revenge the [iſ 


to hen by Sdenkind; wards whom her 
0 ble E : Sead 
q « ber efleck. iipoh' * rriage. To whiat an extrava- 
— her Te carried her, let the fol- 
ci more eee t bear by onia ya 
F 4 e 'twere ea monſtrate, rdom is 
ud Flche 2 rational So „ cape of 


* 1. "is preſent State: Letters, page 31. 
9˙ i this Advocate for the Pleaſure ay) Fa a Aid 


nat live in the earlier Ages of the Chriſtian Church, 


| „When Racks, a d Faggots, and Pitch-barrels were no = 


\ '' unuſual Enterta pO n 1d Ms 41 


, 11 ® Perſons eminently Religious are diving patientes, 
- Parkies i in they, ky Raviſbments of Senſes, 
' tranſported ncht Uſes Humanity into the Sub- 
Arbe of  beatifical'Apprehenſions. Great Exemplar. 12 
561. Thries happy: Soul that-canſt look thro”. the Veil, 
"ti and notwithſtanding that thick Cloud of Creatures 
mat obſcures thy View, diſcern him that is inviſible, 


my Gwen in the light of his Oountenance all the time of thy 


rning here, and at laſt, pure and defecate, with a 
8 of 0 of thy Bah beech out ty es intorbn cred 


tters as above, p. 
+ Thisis what Biſhop Tay — . calls Virtue 


* 9 W 1 as ; if thoſ W Kerr 5 


ITunſports 


—— 4 
— 5 


£ ” "0 
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4 Sade e non beef Nb 


ez ers yaring Pease, 55, 
nun; 2 and *tis/ no won er they ſhould' a 
current with People of weaker Judgments 


under the ſacred Stamp of true Piety. But 
that Men of denſe and Diſcern- 


ment in all of reſpects ſnould ſo fur 
impoſe upon themſelves by a Set of pom- 
pous and empty Sounds, would really be 


unaccountable, but that we have before 


obſerved, that the ground of this Deluſion 


lies not originally in Men's Underftandings, 
but in their Paſſions; which caſt a ſtrange 
Suffuſion over the plaineſt Truths, and keep 
them in an intire Ignorance of themſelves, 
and of the true Motives of their own Actions. 
For whence elſe can it proceed, that theſe 
myſtical Refiners do not ſee thro the Cheat 
hey are in reality practiſing upon themſelves 
Wbence elſe 


do they not diſoern, that 
Exerciſes of a more exalted 


their boaſts 


_ are but the 1 8 Diſgiſcs of. their 


natural 


| ' Tranſports of Zeal wars: « kind; of Supereragation in 
Piety and yet tho this Author ſcems willing enough 
do give theſe latter the preference in point of Harel- 


tence and Lo iy, he owns at the fame time that the 
greater Jafety lies on the ſide of a more common and 
ordinary Virtue. ' For that many [ilufions have come 
ce in the Likeneſs of Vins, and abſurd Fancies under 
<< the pretenceof Raptures, & c. And again, © So un- 
« 40005 ng a thing is and Tranſportation to 
« the Soul; it often diftrads the Faculties, but ſeldom 

« does advantage Piety, and is full of Danger in the 


44 greateſt of its Luſtre,” Great Exemp. p. 61. 
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natural Tamper, which indulges it's on 


 Warnmth: under the of devout Fer- 
vou? Whence elſe ſhould they not be 
ſenfible; that their Prayers are the 


ge of their wantone/t jy mon, 
the Effuſions of a Breaſt heated 
with extravagant Paſſion, and giving vent 
to Fires of a. graſſer kind. in fancied purer 


TI of Auine ee n e N. 
3 11333 1% A \ . or A 
* For — rege _ the 
followin aſlage in 5th Chap, t. 
. deln, and Fre 2 whether he Al noe 
8 his devout from his unregene- 
355 rom anno illo decimo ſexto ætatis Carnis 
mem, (which he himſelf ſpeaks vf in — 
Book 1. Ch. 2.) cum 2 1 nach; um, et totas 
manus ei dedi veſaniæ libidinis O of Sweet- 
neſs ; O Sweetnefs of Love, that doſt not torment, 
but delight, that doſt always burn, and are never ex- 
tin, ſweet Chriſt, good Jeſus, my God, mY Love, 
kindle me all. over with 1 with the Love of 
| thee, with thy Sweetneſs, thy Joy, thy Pleaſure and 
Concupiſcence, that K- full of the Sweetneſs of thy 
Love, all on fire with the flame of thy Charity, I may 
love thee, my God, with m whole | Heart, and with 
all the Row of my inward totis medullis præ- 
cordiorum 1 ref. in the original, a much ftronger 
Expreſſion) having thee in my Heart, i in my Mouth, 
before my Eyes always and every where. | 
Lumen cordis mei, et panis oris intus anime mee, 
et virtus maritans mentem meam, et ſinum wg nt 
mee, non te amabam, et fornicabar abs te. _ 
 fiemem, Lib. 1. cap. 13. May one not apply | 
what he elſewhere ſays, Recordari volo tranſactas 
fæditates meas, et carnales gg ut amem 
te, Deus meus. Con. lib. 2. cap. 1. Sure he has here 
abundantly tranſcribed from them into his Devotlons. 


Ce 64 » 

AND indsed upon better Neflection, 
conſidering from aohat Cauſes the Diſtenns\ 
of Mind ve are here ſpeaki ng of, takes 
it's riſe, Men of ſuperior Parts, a livelier: 
| nation, and more refined Genius, 
| ſem of all others to be moſt in danger of it. 
For they, tis well known, are generally ob- 
ſerved to be of that ſort. of Temperament. 
which. is the moſt naturn l Soil for Enchu- 
fiaſm to ſpring up in. The ſu joe Fine · 
neſs and Delicacy of their Make gives a 
more than ordinary Edge and\Keenneſi wall 
their Paſſions, thoſe eſpecially of the tender 
amorous kind. Now the cane Habit is 
in a peculiar degree infectidus to this ſort 
of Conſtitution. Devotion, according to the 

myſtic Notion of it, is a kind of hater 
Relief to the Cravings and Importunities'of 
ſome of theſe Men's eagereft, fires, which 
wy May indulge in the freeſt manner 
without Limit or Reluctancy; not only 
with no danger to their Innocence, büt 
even with conſiderable Advantage, as is 
imagined, to their ſpiritual Eſtate. It does, 
as the ingenious Satiriſt you was quoting not 


long ſince, ſpeaks upon another Occaſion, 
Raleus their Wants, ng hare. their Huli 


0. TREE Ne 


i It is admirably. contrivd to wn certain 
irregular and | uneaſy Fee in the Une 


. . 121 1 


| © ®* Univerſal Paſſion Sat, l. rate. ice. 


_.cordis ſilentium: 


and anima! Spirits to which this ſort of 
Temperament is peculiarly ſubject, which 


might otherwiſe ſollicit a Remedy of a 
coarſer kind. Thoſe Heatsof Paſſion which 


in an inferior Claſs of Senſualiſts would ex- 
cite to Amours of a more humble and ordi- 


nary ſtrain, in theſe myſtic Lovers are 


thrown off in /eraphic Ardors, and break 
out in theſe iritual Debauchertes *. 


* Such certainly we muſt eſteem their Uniones 
cum Deo, (of which we are told by Rovenius they are 
uſed to boaſt) cum uniantur proprio, ſi non pejort ſpi- 


rituĩ; theirT ranſubſtantiationes myſticas: Cordis con- 


centrationes: Potentiarum, imo omnis ſui eſſe, anni- 


hilationem; Connubium eſſentiæ creatæ & divinitatis: 
ſpirituale Sacramentum inſeparabilitatis: Somnium 


omnium affectionum: Abſorptionem & liquefactionem 
in amplexu ſponſi: Triplicem animæ hierarchiam: 
Orationem in quiete e Ebrietatem ſpirĩitualem: 

editationes negativas: Uniones 
ſupereſſentiales: Puteum & gurgitem annihilationis t 
Amorem deificum, transformantem, unientem, ſtrin- 
.gentem; amplexantem ; Suavitatem cor auferentem, 
ſugentem ſponſi ubera, ruminantem collum : Abſor- 
bentem enthuſiaſmum ; Inſenſibilitatem & oblivio- 
nem omnium inducentem: Abyſſalem cum Deo i- 
dentificationem: Confricationem deificam, incenden- 
tem, & conſumentem Cor: Elevationem ad ſuavita- 
tem ccœleſtem ex infernali languore: Introverſionem 


ſuper- cœleſtem: Caliginem & umbram Dei: Allocu- 
tiones internas, Elevationes incognitas, Extenſiones & 


Applicationes amore/as : Anime ſuſpenſiones, deliqui- 
um, ſuſpiria: Mortem ſenſuum & omnium affectuum, 
eeſtaſim eontinuam, juſtitium ratiocinii: Cordis con- 
tactum & patefactionem: liquefactionem, influxum, 


inflammationem: Aſſultus qui ferri nequeant : Pene- 


trationes ad intima: Vulnerationes, eonſtrictiones, al- 


ligationes 
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A Debauch in Religion, (ſaid I) is a Pa- 
radox I never before heard of; and yet 
methinks by the help of your Preparations, 
Hortenſius, I begin to digeſt it pretty rea- 
dily. You have taught me, that it is not 
merely poſſible in Idea, but that in Fact 
there is as great a Bzaſs this way in Spiritu- 
als in the Conſtitutions of ſome People, as 
in others there is obſerved to be in com- 
mon Life. But after all, if this myſtical 
kind of Debauchery be rather the more 
abſurd and extravagant, it is certainly the 
leſs criminal than that which is more ordi- 
narily practiſed in the World *®. And to 
: . ſay 


ligationes inſeparabiles: Aſpectus penetrantes & oblec- 

tantes, Voces tremulas, Murmura columbina : Guſtus 
ſuaviſſimos, Odores gratiſſimos, Auditus melodiæ cck- 
leſtis, Hypermyſticas Dei & Animæ perichoreſes: Im- 
pudentiam ſpiritualem, aſpirationes ee ig- 
nem ſine carbone, flammam ſine corpore: Holocauſ- 
tum meridianum in viſcerali & medullari penetrabili- 
tate: Contactum mirabilem & ſuaviſſimum, obſcuræ 
ncctis gaudia, & caliginem: — hæc & ſimilia ſeſquipe- 
dalia verba in nova Pietatis ſchola inter ſponte eledios 
Magiſtros, & Diſcipulas curioſas, adeo frequenter te- 
nero proferuntur palato, ut intimis in viſceribus ſen- 
tiantur. Rovenus de Repub. Chriſtianà Lib I. cap. 
43. p. 278. Bayle's Dict. p. 95. Letter A. under Art. 

RNovenius, Tom. IV. e 

* It has ſometimes been fo contrived by the more 
expert Maſters in the my/tic Science, that both ſorts have 
been practiſed at the /ame time, the one being made 
uſe of to introduce or facilitate the Execution of the 

other. 'Thoſe who have been moſt forward to propa- 
gate theſe unica! Doctrines, have not always (rw 
| . | Prong 


1 
ſay the truth, conſidering that it takes off 
the Mind from much worſe Purſuits, which 
the ſame natural Warmth of Temper and 
Conſtitution would in all probability be- 
tray theſe amorous Devotees into, were it 
not for ſuch a ſfprritual Application; I do 
not ſee but it might paſs without much 
Cenſure, as rather a Weakneſs, than a 


Fault in them; but that, as you have 


obſerved, whilſt it reſtrains them from 
ſome more vicious Exceſſes, it is too apt 
to divert their Attention from many more 
noble and uſeful Virtues, which are the pro- 


0 


75 Buſineſs, and I may add, the moſt di- 
ſtinguiſhing Ornaments too, of their pre- 
ſent State *. Ke THis 


themſelves the moſt ſpiritually minded. The pretences 
of Quietiſin, and of a more ſublime and ab/trafted De- 
votion, have ſometimes been 3 to very groſs and 
carnal Purpoſes, and the my/tic Union has brought about 
a Union not altogether ſo my/terious. See Monſieur 
Bayle's Dict. pag. 300. vol. 3. who there relates at 
large an Adventure much to our purpoſe ; in conclu- 
ſion he has this Reflection Je me contente d'aſſürer 
qu'il y a beaucoup d' apparence, que quelques -· uns de 
ces devots ft ſpirituels, qui font 'eſperer qu'une forte 
Meditation, ravira ! Ame, & Fempechera & s apper- 
cevoir des Actions du Corps, ſe propoſent de patiner 
impunement leurs devotes, & de faire encore pis. 
C'eſt de quoi Von accuſe les Molinoſiſtes. En general, 
il n'y a rien de plus danggreux pour Peſfprit, que les 
dẽvotions trop myſtiques, & trop quinteſſenciẽes, & 
ſans doute le Corps y court quelques riſques, & pleu- 
ſieurs y veulent bien etre trompez. {0 
*„Tis aſevere, but I am afraid no unjuſt Satire upon 
this ſort of Characters, W Monſieur Bayle „ 
| 2 0 
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Tus is one of its worſt effects, (re- 
turned Hortenſius) but it has ſeveral other 
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very miſchievous ones. Particularly, it 
gives great and ſignal Diſcouragement to 
the general Practice of Piety in the World, 
by expoſing it to Ridicule, and the Charge 
of affected Singularity. On the one hand, 
it throws many honeſt and well- meaning, 
but weaker Minds into a Deppair of ever 

: n "Þ} N >; e ſucceed- 
of Mademoiſelle Bourignon, a noted Pretender to a 


more than ordinary Piety in her time Elle a eut 


cela de commun avec tous les Devots, qu'elle a ẽtẽ 
d'une humeur b:/ieuſe & chagrin Fœminam duram, 
immitem, pervicacem, ſtomachabundam, rixoſam, are 
"Compliments Monſieur de Seckendorf makes her upon 
the Teſtimony of her own Writings. She was, as it 
ſeems, perpetually changing her Servants; and indeed 
well ſhe might, for beſides the natural Moroſeneſs of 


ber Temper, (fo great, as this Author remarks, ut 


nemo moroſitatem ejus tolerare poſſet, minime om- 
5 nium fœminæ quas in ſodalitium aut famulitium ad- 
$ ſciverat ; exercebatur nempe in illas, ut luſit Saty- 
s ricus, Præfectura domus, Sicula non mitior aula”) 
beſides this, ſhe would hardly allow them common ne- 
ceſſaries Si ceux qui ont demeure avec elle n'avoient 
eu les dents biens fortes pour digerer certaines croũtes 
biens durgs a la nature corrompue, ils Pauroient quittee 
mille fois pour une. Bayle's Dict. p. 687. — By this 
Conduct, tis eaſy to obſerve, ſhe gratified at once her 
Covetouſneſs, (for which ſhe was very remarkable) in 
leſſening the ordinary Expgpces of her Family; and 
her Piety in training up her Domeſticks to the Prac- 
tice of Chriſtian Mortification. Let us proceed upon 


this Inſtance, and ſee if it will not account for ſome 


others of the ſame kind Tis no unuſual thing ta 
ſee People practiſing very high Degrees of Devotion. 
| | p 


0 : 


( 
ſucceeding in the Buſineſs of Religion, be- 
cauſe upon Examination they diſcover in 
themſelves little or no Acquaintance with 
thoſe tumultuous Heats, and ungoverned 
Sallies of Paſſion, upon which ſo great a 
Streſs is laid by theſe religious Inamorato s: 
And on the other, it hardens the diſſolute 
and unthinking Part of Mankind into an 
obſtinate Reluctance towards the very firſt 
Efforts of Reformation, by confirming 
them in a Prejudice they are of themſelves 
too willing to entertain againſt Religion, 
that it is a rigorous impratticable Service; 
a State of unnatural Refinement, altogether 
incompatible with the common Meaſures of 


human 


AMorti cation, and other ſuppoſed Inftances of à more 
eminent Religion, who yet are . on when 
conſider d in their LOT Character : Bad Parents, 
Husbands, Wives, Children, Friends, Relations, Go- 
yernors of Families, c. This inconſiſtent Hebaviour 
with ſome People makes them paſs for downright Hy- 
pocrites, and acting a mere Farce in their greateſt 
trictneſſes. The Caſe is far otherwiſe; they are 
very ſincere, but at the ſame time very much miſ- 
taken: for they conſider Religion as a matter quite 
diſtinct from, and much ſuperior to, ſocial Virtue ; 
hence they are ſo buſied with the one, that have 
no leiſure to beſtow any care upon the other. Or poſ- 
ſibly after all they may have found out the Art, with. 
our Author's Heroine, of ee e their own Humours 
and Tempers under the name of ſome. religious Duality z 
and then there will be very little Myſtery. in the matter, 
For by this artful way of Self-Deluſion (and nothing 
is fo artful as Self-Deluſion) a ſevere Hatred of one's 
own Species may, as was hinted above, be conſtrued 
into 


n 
human Life. And after all, Philemon, 
ſuppoſing this devotional and Pan 


were in itſelf barely innocent, (which yet T 
dare fay you are convinc'd from what has 
been juſt now faid of it, that it is far from 


being) ſtill it muſt | be remember'd, that 


there is a much greater Degree of Reſolution 

ſhewn in overcoming Temptations, than in 
meanly deſerting our Poſt, and flying from 
them. The true Heroiſin of Religion con- 


fiſts in living and acting our part well in the 
World, not in any fanciful Alſtraction of 


ourſelves from it. It argues a much greater 
Strength, and Firmneſs of Mind, a more 
exalted Pitch of Se Government, to be able 
to keep a due guard upon our Paſſians, at 


the ſame time that we leave them to their 


into a more intire Love of God Natural Severity 
will be religious Diſcipline Anger and Peeviſhneſs 
2 Moroſeneſs Gravity eakneſs of Mind 
a Tendemeſs of Conſcience———Narrowneſs of think- 
ing Orthodoxy Pride a Regard to Things or Per- 
ſons ſacred——ſplenetic Contempt of the World, a 
becoming Abſtraction from it 


Conſtancy—Woarmth of Conſtitution, Devotion, & c. 
— —and perhaps too miſtaken Applications, Inſtances, 


and ms of Scripture, may not be wanting to a 


ind to ſupport itſelf in any of theſe Errors. 


willing 
Let us once more have recourſe to our Example— 
We are told of Mademoiſelle Bourignon, that far from 
imagining, que fa bile füt un defaut, elle Pappelloit 
amour , cams: & ſoutenoit que la colere etoit une 
veritable Vertu; & ſe defendoit par les Rigueurs que 
les Prophetes, & les Apdtres ont exercees. Bayle's Dict. 


p-. 687. Art. Bourignon. Letter P. - 


natural 


| ———unmanly Tameneſs 
of Mind, a Chriſtian Poverty of Spirit——Singularity, - 


{ 


| KY 


"aw, 


natural Objects and Exerciſes, within the 
ſacred Verge. of Reaſon and Religion, than 


to be driven to take Refuge from their na. 


tural Exorbitancies in the Invention of a 


ſecondary and artificial Method of indulg- 
ing them; and hat too in a Matter where 
the 13 of them, to ſay no worſe 


of ; it, ſeems beyond all others er 


Wo ur p you then, (faid I, interrupting 


: him.) allow no Scope to the Paſſions i in Re- 


ligion? That will indeed effectually purge 
it of it's unnatural Heats; but will it not 


be running too far back into the chilling 


Extreme? Our Paſſions are the Springs of 
Action in our ordinary Concerns, without 
which Life itſelf would be apt to ſtagnate ; 
may not ſome ſuch guickening Influence be 


equally neceſſary in our religious ones? Our 


Prayers particularly, if they be not warm'd 
and inliven'd with ſome Degrees of Fer- 
vency and Intenſeneſs, (the Helps towards 
which ſeem to me to lie moſtly in the Paſ- 


frons,) will they not degenerate into a mere 
lifeleſs Indifferency, a cold and formal Lip- 
Service? You know a certain great Man 


was once pretty ſeverely treated for defi- 
ning Prayer to be a calm, undiſturbed, Ad- 
” to God. A Doctrine, it ſhould ſeem, 


advanc'd * 


c * Biſhop of Bangor' $ Sermon before the King in * . 


+ Ie 


near of kin to yours in what you juſt 
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' T+ this, (replied Horten/ius) had been 
the only Offence of that Gentleman in the 
Diſcourſe you refer to, I am apt to be- 
 Tieve his Adverſaries had afforded him bet- 
ter Quarter, But the main Quarrel againſt 
him ſprung, as I take it, from other Mo- 
tives; and hir Circumſtance came in chief 
to aggravate and inflame the genera/Charge, 
And indeed the Rancour of Controverſy 
itſelf durſt not attack him upon this Arti- 
cle, till, by an Artifice very familiar to 
expert Diſputants, it had firſt diſguiſed and 
thrown aſide it's natural and obvious Mean- 
ing; explaining away calm, and undi- 
fturbed, into cold and unconcerned, contrary 
toall Rulesof common Language. Whereas, 
take the Paſſage in the plain received Senſe. 
and Intention of it, and it is ſo far from 
miniſtring any reaſonable grounds of ex- 
ception, that for my part, I cannot conceive, 
how a juſter or truer Account of Prayer, 
within the compaſs of ſo few Words, could 
poſſibly have been deviſed. This, I think, 
muſt appear to any one, who, diſliking 
the Definition here given of Prayer, call 
be pleaſed, for experiment ſake, to reverſe 
it ; ſubſtituting the contrary Epithets of 
| troubled, and tumultuous, inſtead of * 


7 
- * 
x 


and undiſturbed. Such a Deſcription wall 
I imagine, have a pretty odd Sound in 
the Ears of moſt People; ayd hardly be 
: FE Ls thought 


(3) 


thought to convey a very juſt Idea of che 
Nature and Genie of 1· 8 Yor DT” DR” 


" Twar, (ad 1) ubulc be mee 
| of one Extreme into another. But certain} 
ſame Degrees of Warmth and Earneſtneß, 
ond what is e egg by the Words 


talm, and uniiflurbed, ſeem neceffary 
give Life and 8 to dur Devh tis. 
Such a feeble Attack as this amounts to, 
0 never be called with any tolerable 
* of Speech a taking the Kingdom 
aven by Violence *; a Notion" under 
Meru if I miſtake not, our Divines do 
not 1 repreſent t this * of 
Prayer. 9 928 x 


| You miſtake the Point, (returned he) 
Philemon. Warmth and Earneſtneſs in an 
ood ſenſe are by no means inconſiſtent wit! 
| 1 calm, and undiſturbed; which is op- 
Poſed, not to having a fixed rational men- 
rion of Mind in our Religious Exerciſes, 4 
ſeriqus recullacted Frame of Spirit; but to 
the artificial Heats and Tranſports of a 
Wanton Imagination, and an Enthuſiaſtic 
Fancy; that groſs, and mechanical fort of 
Devotion, which Writers of the my/tic Claſs, 
who no doubt are themſelves well N 
with it, deſeribe as accompanied with << 
Ws . ſonfible Commotion of the Ferie and. Z 
St. Mat. xi nn 15 


6s « fuation. 


1 . 
Fi /tugtion, of the, Blood * :. An. excellent, 
and doubtleſs. an 1nditen/able, Ingredient 
this, in the Service of him who has de- 
clared, he is to be, worſhipped by, all true 
M aſtippers in Spirit and in Truth | !. Thoſe 
who think calm and undiſturbed in Prayer 
to mean the ſame with /;/eleſt, and ind:ffe- 
rent, ſeem to me to forget that there are 
any ſuch Principles in human Nature as 
pure Afections, diſtinct from thoſe | fupple- 
mental Forces which they may ſometimes 
receive from certain Ferments in the animal 
Oeconomy, deſign d by the Wiſdom of 
Providence to excite or quicken their Influ- 
ence upon emergent Occaſions, and which 
are, properly ſpeaking, Paſſions ||. mm 51 


Norris Miſcell. 129. p. 335. Tis ſaid alſo to be 
paſſionate, and even wonderfully ſo, and exceeding the 
Love of Women. And accordingly Men of the moſt 
warm and ' pathetic Tempers, and affeetionate Com- 
-  plexions, (provided they have but Conſideration enough 
-withal to fix upon the right Object) prove the greatef? 
Votaries in Religion. ibid. 335, 336.— A Joy whoſe 
perpetual Current always affords a freſh Delight, and 
yet every drop of it fo entertaining, that we migbt 
tive upon it to all Eternity: whilſt our Souls are in- 
5 e N its Pleaſures, our very Bodies partake of 
its Sweetneſs, For it excites a grateful and eaſy Mo- 
tion in the animal Spirits, and cauſes ſuch an agreable 
Movement of the Paſſions, as comprehends all the De- 
light abſtracted from the Uneaſineſs which other Ob- 
2 8 apt to occaſion. Lett. conc. the Love ꝙ God, 
EPF = 
When the word Paſſion is imagin d pdenote, nf 
3 3 8 : . KIT as . 8 


- 
„ R * 9 3 
4 4 » 'S\\ 


„ 
deed theſe latter have ſo plain a reference 
to the Uſes of the animal Life, that were 
not the Fact too common, one would won- 
der how they ſhould ever get footing in Spi- 
"rituals; to which they ſeem not to have the 
leaſt Relation v. In our ordinary Concerns 
the Connexion between the Afections and 
Paſſons is often too ſecret, the mutual 7 Tan- 
A _ one to the xl, often too 
wes 10 1 


thing diſtin® from the AﬀeBGions, it „ a confuſe 4 
ig eek either of Pleaſure or Pain, 'occafion'd or at- 


IA by ſome violent bodily Motions, which keeps the 


Mind much employ'd upon the preſent Affair, to the 
7 of every thing elſe. Nat. and Conduct of the 


p. 28, 29 
N Author ef Nature has probably formed many 
active Beings, whoſe Deſires are not attended with con- 


Fuſed ee raiſing them into Paſſions like to Ours, | 


4bid. p. 50. 

Beings of fuch De of Underſtanding, con ſuch 
Phones. to n we have, mu need theſe 
additional Forces, which we call Tg &c. 1 7 51. 
and to the end of the Sect. 

When more violent confuſed Senſations ariſe wi ith the 
Afﬀettion, and are attended with, or prolonged by bo- 
dily Motions, we call the whole by the Nane of Pai. 
ibid. Sect. 3. p. 60.— 
* Thoſe who would ſee a Des in, form of this 


ſort of paſſionate Devotion, may find it! in Mr. Norris's 
It may not 


Miſcel. p. 423 and following ones: 
be amiſs to inſert here his Anſwer to a very important 

Obdjection to his favourite Scheme of a ſenſitive Love 
of God. Some, ſays he, I know are of opinion, 
<« that tis not - poſſible for a Man to be affected with 
& this ſen ay Love of God, which is a Paſſian, be- 
„ cauſe there is nothing in God which falls under our 
* „en z and . (the Imagination 
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(269 : 
quick and ſudden to admit of an accurate 
Diftinttion,- And here the Miſchief of con- 
founding. them is nat great. But in Roſe 
gion tis far otherwiſe : there, howevet juſt 

an Application there may be for our pure 
3 Aﬀettions, the SubjeRt-i is t00_/acred 
for que Paſſions to intrude, without projas - 
ning it. No one will imagine our 420 
tions are leſs real for being purged 
groſs and corporeal Mixtures; and certain it 
is, they are hereby rendered much more 
pure, and conſequently more ſuitable to a 
Ano and divine Object. Now this Di- 


ion being kept in view, "tiscaſy to _ 


66 315 the only Medium of Conve ) it cannot 
ec be propagated from the intellectual Part to the ſenſi 
6 tius: whereupon they affirm, that none are ca 
6 of this /enſitive paſſionate Love of God but Chriſtians, 
# who enjoy the Auſtery of the Incarnation, But tis 
6c not all the Sophiftry of the cold Lagicians that ſhall 
& work me out the Belief of what I feel and 2 
«c and rob me 4 the ſweeteſt Entertainment of my 


we ſee he o njoys "his in his Deluſion ; hw 
he defends * wil next appear ee triumphing 


+2 little longer, „As to $0! Objetion,, g $ he, I an- 
7 \ gl that altho in God, Trung is the O ject of our 
ve, we can imagine nothi we Can imaging 
be that cur Love; which confi o in this, that — 
** would unite ourſelues to the Objot beloved, and 
$ conſider ourſelves as it were a part of it; and the 
*© ſole Idea of this very Conjun#tion.is enough to {tir up 
te a Heat about the Heart, and ſo to kindle: a very ve+ 
t hement Paſſion : to which, Ladd, that altho Beauty 
+ in. God be not the ſame as in corporcal Beings, 
57 i is ſomething) analagous to it, and that very. 2 


"© 


our religious Exerciſes, when our. 


7 


(77) 
| bow needleſs it is to have recourſe to our 


Paſſions in order to give Lfe and ui 


tional Afections, a much nobler Part of our 


Compoſition, are abundantly ſufficient to all 


wife and good Purpoſes of Keg this. Theſe 


will inſpire Warmth without Flame, and 


Strength without Rage and J wolence. 80 


that we ſhall be ahle to pray at once 8 


the Spiri it, with all the earneſtneſs of a de- 


vaut Recollection, and as the ſame inſpi ired | 
Ferſon parks, with the Und fancy alſo * q 


i enough to a a | Paſſion; NEE 3 
been ſeveral times obliged to this Gentleman for af- 
certaining to us the Fact of this '[namorato-Devotion z 


here we have him condeſcending to explain the Phi- 


laſephy of it. It ſeems, we are to ſet our Spirits at 


work about ſomething, we know not what, and 


when we have with, a ſufficient Heat about the 
Heart (which e way is rather felt than to 
be imagined) we. are — in love with this very 
Hat, and date an Hh of our own Paſſion. Con- 
22 is the Word of Command, and inſtantly all 

nder Paſſions are called to exerciſe. Let thoſe 


who can make Senſe of ſuch a Religion, enjoy it as 


pleaſe, *Fis to be boped after all, a little So- 


briety of Thought does not incapacitate a Man to be a 


reli 3 nt; and that People may ſerve God acc 
ahh CN turning Viſlonaries, ws Enthoſiafts * 

2 x Cor. xiv. ver. 15, Gr. 

| Haw different this from what Ceaſſan wy of 
Anthmy the Hermit, who uſed, it ſeems, to ſay, that 
is not a perfef# Prayer, in which the Vatary does either 
underſtand himſelf or the Prayer] See Great Exemplar, 

. 60, This is being, as the ſame Author bas it, Pathics 
in n with a witneſs.·— 


with 


— ee to 


= — —!R—— eta L — - —— — * a a 
Kreer e ee A 4 + 
oe 2 G > — 
- 


- 0002 A PE A EN ⁵ % * — —— ar 
* N 


1 


1 5 

* . + „ 4 US 221 2 1 2 £ 

2 . : 
* p he 
* = 
4 * „ 
* 2 

— 2 


—U— — — — 


a+ H ˖ů˙ Er A „ EO AAA ood peel 1 OP 4 fete > e en en Wn nn wary "IO * * 
0 ö - , n — r 
y } 8 7 WY * 1 2 222 K * 
— N ” Z & 0 — 9 — * "I FE * * * 8 5 * 6 * * CY F a xt ad ” 9 
4 LN 
i « * ” 


(786) 


with a due Senſe of that aweful Press 
Fence we are at ſuch Seaſons more imme- 


diately ſurrounded with, and which we may 


be very ſure is much better pleaſed with the 
Worſhip of a pure Heart, and of well-or- 


der d Affections, than Wich all the wild and 


wanton Eoſtaßes that eyen the moſt luſcious 


Enthufiaſt can boaſt of. In ſhott, Pa 


is but the mere Mechaniſm of Dovotron 1 


and in proportion as rh prevails, it loſes 


fo far its true Nature and Dignity, and 
_ ceaſes to be a reaſonable Service. This 
we may ſafely affirm, Philemon; that the + 


3 Scriptures know nothing of thoſe 
onate Heats, and Paroxyſms of devout 
ee which ſome Men are ſo fond of, 


Theſe myſtical Refinements owe not their 
birth to i e rational Simplicity of the Goſpel, 


but to the fond Conceits of Men in After- 
Ages departing from thence, to introduce 
their own vain Imaginations, and Syſtems 


of Will-Worſhip in its ſtead. Where do 
we read of Egſtaſies, Raptures, Suſpenſions, 


of arings upon the divine Beauty, expir 
in the Embraces of our Maker +, and 
know not what other Flights of enthufiaſtic 
Fargon, in the inſpired Pages? What men- 
tion is there ever made of the refined Tranſ- 
ports of Mane Love, U Mie Union, 


I 


* 8 Xii. ver. 1. 


=P Taylor” s Great Eure Pp. * Norris 5 Aale 


7331. 


and 


0 79 ) 
and all the other. fanciful Abſtraftions of 
| Monaſtic, and Recluſe Pietifts ? Theſe are 


the Dreams and Inventions of Men, not the 


Doctrinẽs of Cbriſt and his Apoſtles. Re- 


ligion 1 in the New Teſtament is often re- 


pens as the proper Diſcipline of the 


aſſions, but never once, that T know of, 


as the Buſineſs, and Exerciſe of them, 


Prayer is often mention'd, and commanded; 
but not a word is ſaid of thoſe ecftatic 
and artificial Commotions which the my- 


ical Divinity is fo full of. When thou 


| prayeht, ſays our Lord, enter into thy Cloſet, 
and when thou haſt ſhut thy Door, to avoid 


all vain Oſtentation, pray to thy Father 


. which is in ſecret. And ofTer this manner 
| pray ye, Our Father, &c*, Words of 
ſuch amazing Force, and Comprehenſion, 
and at the ſame time 'of ſuch a wonderful, 
and inartificial Simplicity, as muſt convince 
the moſt harden'd Infidel, would he give 


himſelf leave thoroughly to attend to them, 
of that divine Spirit and Wiſdom by which 


the Author of them moſt unqueſtionably 


ate. This excellent Form of Prayer, Phi- 


mon, was, we know, intended as a Model 
for all ſucceeding Apes to copy after in theis 
devotional Compoſitions ; and how little 


does it favour oft thoſe affefed Strains with 
which later Compilers of devout F ormula- 


ries ſo generally abound ? The truth is, It 
PS. Mat; v vi. ver. 6. and 9. 


is 


2 < + 
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f . 
. 
is not, like rheirs, conceiv'd in the Heat of 
an enthufiaſtic Fancy, or ſetoff with the falſe 
Glare of human Eloquence, but with a Spi- 
rit and Language much fuperior. to both; 
even with that powerful Energy of Thought, 
and that affecting Plainneſs fExpreſtion as 
ſhews Devotion, in the Intention of that 
pure and ſpiritual Being who is the great 

Object of it, to be a very different Fin 
from what theſe Men's miſtakenZeal would 
repreſent it. An Exerciſe of our rational 
Nature, not of our ſenſtive; the dutiful 
Homage of intelligent Spirits, not the wwan- 
ton Careſſings of amorous Voluptuaries; a 
kind of myſtical Intriguing, and /an#:fiet 
any. >. e 


THERE is certainly, (ſaid I) nothing 
of this kind appears in the admirable Form 
of Prayer you have been ſpeaking of. It is 
compoſed in a quite different Stile, and 
gives one a very noble and exalted Idea of 
the rational and manly Genius of true Devo- 
tien. It is ſtrange the devotional Writers 
of later times ſhould have ſo generally a- 

greed to deviate from the Simplicit of ſo 
divineandexcellent a Model ; bu tien have 
a wonderful Aptneſs to refine upon plain 
| Inſtitutions, and in nothing more than in 
the Buſineſs of Religion. . 


WIEN 


bn) 


0 H E N one Tonfiders; (interriifted 


Hirten) how ſtrongly this 2 
Biaſs operates in moſt other devotional Com- 


poſitions it muſt greatly recommend the 


public Offices of our Church, that they are 
ſo unexceptionable upon this Article. N - 
thing can equal the Wonder that the 
| Hould ſo intirely eſcape à Contagion of ſo 

inſinuating a nature, Fes the Pleaſure 
it muſt give every rational Worſhipper that 
they have done it. . For ſuch; it muſt be 
confeſs d, was the Judgment and Temper 


of the firſt Compilers of our public Li- 


Furgy, our never to be fotgotten:Refor mers, 
that in the juſt and beautiful Deſcription 
which the reuerend Hiſtorian of the Re- 


formation gives of it, Ir has brought our 


Worſhip t6 a fit Mean between the Pomp 

Superſlition and naked Flatneſs *, Here, 
_ Philemon, are none of. thoſe Flig hts and 
Extravagancies which ſo much — in 
more private Formularies; all is grave 
N _ kati! | 


mentrin our — ma which I wiſhed 
the W ſdom of our Governours would take 
into their ſetious Confideration: _ 


* Bp. — of the Hiſt. of the Ref. 8vo. p. 39. 
M _ Was 
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lincated has offer'd, under the Article of 


162 


\ 


Was there ever a 


ny mere human Com- 
fition-(anſwer'd Hor temſus) wholly free 
Faults? Certainly our Church Liturgy 
is as much, or more ſo, than any other; 
eſpecially. conſidering how long a time it 
has now ftood without undergoing any 
_ Alteration, as Occaſians and Circumſtanceu 
may have requir'd *. Fot my part, I 
am much more inclined; to rejoice that it is 
ne than to complain that it is 10 ben- 
ter. I wiſh our private Forms, were but 
1915 as $Lncxcoptionable as Our (room 


Wear: think. you, (aid 1) of 06 
Heads of private Prayer Which — excel» 
lent Author of the Religion of Nature le- 


Truths relating to the Deity 7 I do not 
remember to have met with any private 


Form that has pleaſed me . or 


which I have cbodghs ſo every way con- | 
formable to that divine Standard of Devo- 
tion we were mentioning juſt now. 


| * The laſt public Reviſal of our Liturgy was made 
and ſubſcribed by the Convocation on Friday the 20th 

of December 1661, and paſſed both Houſes ot Parlia- 
ment the March. following. Wheatlys Append. to 


Introd. to rational Illuſtration of the oder 


mon Prayer, p. 31. 7 
+ See Reli. Rel. of Nat. gel. b. an. 1 


(0% 


et. 


1 am \ gad. (reptied He, 5 Philomon, you 


oo 


* 


PR ſo much a Friend to this Author's Me- 


thod of Devotion, which certainly is al- 
together of the calm, and undifturb'd kind; 
tho” at the ſame time it is ſo far from 
being kfelefs, and indifferent, that on the 
contrary it is warm'd and animated with 


every rational and affectionate Sentiment, 


that can awaken a devout Attention; ſuf. 
ficient, one would imagine, to inſpire 
Thoughtfulnefs i into the moſt diſſolute Breaſt, 
and awe.cven the Wildneſs of Enthuſtaſm 
itſelf into ſome Degrees of rational Com- 

- *Tis true, this excellent Writer 
rather ſuggeſts to his Readers ſeveral Ar- 
ticles, 5 Heads, or THING of n as 


ways 


W by. a fr dicht C and 
that too conformably to the Chriſtian 
88 tho' at preſent they are rather drawn 
9 the Plan of natural Religion. 
To thoſe who are defirous of a' more 
lengthen'd, or more explicite Ritual, I 
ſhould recommend thoſe admirable Forms 
of Prayer which have been lately made 
public at the end of a celebrated Treatiſe 
upon the Sacrament, ſuppoſed to have 
come from the ſame worthy Hand with 


the Doctrine of the calm and undiſturbed 
"MEN | Addreſs. 
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Addreſs *. They are indeed drawn u pwith 
- gn excellent Spirit, and great ſndgment;. ; 
full of warm and animated Sentiments of 
Piety towards God, expreſſing itſelf chiefly. 
and principally, (as true Pig will always do) 
in Strains of moſt inlarg'd and affectionate 
Charity, and Benevolence towards Men. 104 
Devotion thus temper'd and conducted is 
certainly one of the nobleſt Employments of 
a rational, and focigl Nature. It is not to 
be conſiderd as a bare Diſcharge of one Act 
of our Duty, but as an excellent Means of 
forming our Minds to Habits of. uni ver ſa! 
Virtue, and Goodneſs, * For it calls forth 
every nobler and more generous Principle 
within us, cultivates and cheriſhes theſe na- 
| tural Seeds of Worth and Excellency i in our 
Hearts which will gradually ripen. into 
Aion, and lay the ſure Foundations of a 
virtuous and exem plary Cbaracter. Ina 
word, Philemon, it raiſes. and exalts the 
| Soul far above the utmoſt Refinements of 
the Cloyfter, or the moſt ecſta 4 5 Heats 
of monaſtic Vifjenaries.; for it does in rea- 
lity accompliſh, what 7ho/e do but in vain. 

pretend to, the faſhioning our Souls into 
a Divine Likeneſs ; ; by exerciſing them in 
all thoſe truly Godl:ike Affections, which 
are the  aiftingu Hing Marks and Fe catures 


5 « Plain ane of the Nature Py End of the 
Sacrament, Oc. 5 7 


4 


+» 
—* 
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1 830 


5 of Ly" *. 1 the rather mention this 


So #343: 


#4 


great fault with this Author s. devotional. 
Forms, as indeed with the 20bole en 
| al the Ie © * uhh rs are annex d. 

IT 4115 55-6 s 
* When 1 155 ward of the i] good Tenden- 


dies of Prayer rightly circumſtanced, I would not be 
underſtood to exclude any ſuperior Helps, and Aſſiſtances 


to Virtue, which may be promiſed to it in Scripture. 


Something of this kind we are there ſufficiently war- 
ranted to expect from it. Mean while, as to the preciſe 

— and Degree of theſe Aſſiſtances, that is no where 
ſpecially determin d. From the Compariſon our Lord 
makes uſe of to illuftrate this matter to us, that of the 
Wind's blowing where it liſteth, from Cauſes to us ſe- 
cret, and imperceptibſe, we are inſtructed to think, 


that the Workings of the divine Spirit are by us undiſtin- 


guiſhable from thoſe of our own proper and natural Fa- 
culties. See John iii. ver. 8.—And indeed were the 
Scripture wholly /ilent in the Caſe, the plain . Reaſon 
<« of the Thing would teach us, that the Benefits re- 
66 ceiv'd by reaſonable Creatures. from any Perfor- 
6 mances, muſt, as our Author ſpeaks, be receiv'd in 
<« a reaſonable Way. No Duties, how well ſoever 
60 perform d, can be ſuppoſed to operate as Charms, 
te nor to influence us as if we were only Clock-work, 
<« or Machines to be acted upon by the arbitrary 
40 * orce of a ſuperior Being. In the natural and rea- 

1 ſonable 
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A s to the Treatiſe, 


can, I think, doubt, as well from the Na- 


ture of the Work itſelf, as from the known 
Character of its eſumed Author, but that 
it was wrote with a moſt excellent Deſign. 


Every body knows, who has at all confi- 


der:d the Subject, or made any Obſervation 
upon the Conduct of moſt People in ordi- 
pary Life in relation to the Sacrament, 

with what a multitude of abfurd Super- 


7 — this Inftitution of our Lord's, oti- 


been A by the Weakneſs, or Cor- 


 ruption of ſucceeding Ages of Chriſtians. | 
Sometimes it has been ſet forth to view 


with ſo orgy We an Ae. 5 
a8 

64 CORTE Tendeney of them we t to 1 0 our 

< main Expectations. Nature ought ud of the 3 | 


ment, p. 154, 155,— This by the way may ſu 
» P. 15 fo J. y may — 


to us how neceſſary a thing a diſcreet and well- 
Choice is in the Matter of our Devotions. The Senti- 


- ments to which we femikariſe our Minds by the con- 


ant Returns of our Devotional Exerciſes, will not fail 
to have a great Influence upon the Conduct of ous 
Lives in general; eſpecially, as they come always ar- 


- tended with a religious Impreſſion. Particularly, we 


thould do well to ſelect for our Purpoſe fuch Forms 
chiefly as are moſt a + to improve our Virtus, and to in- 
ſpire us with an inlarg'd, and active Benevolence. The 
contrary whereof is fo viſible in the narrow and con- 
tracted Sentiments of too man Religimifts, that one 


cannot he e their Devotion is form d upon 


uite other Principles. For my part, I am veril Fr: : 
fuaded, that, as OY Ig has a better "Mn _ t 

tural 
3 : 


e e eee ee eee 8 
. * * +. 
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„ _—© 
as a matter of ſuch infinite Hazard, and 
Dificulty, that weak and honeſt Minds have 
been diſcouraged: from it by the unnatural 
Terror of its Appearance; and fo a plain 
Command has been neglected, for fear of an 
unworthy Performance of it. At others, it 
has been repreſented ſo much in the nature 
of a religinus Charm, that many have been 
brought to lay an unwarranted Streſs upon 
this one Act of Religion, to the prejudice of 
all beſides; and ſo a punctual Diſcbarge of 
their Duty in this one reſpect has been abuſed 
into a liberty of violating it in every other. 
Now the undeceiving People of both theſe 
Prejudices is certainly a Deſign which ao 
good Man muſt rejoice to ſee well executed. 
And this is the very Point our Author la- 
. tural Temper, than a munh, rational, lencunlent Devo- 
tion, ſo nothing does ſo ually ſcur and ſpoil it, as 
that illiberal, narrow, and wngenerous ſort of Devotion 
which is too commonly taught and practiſed by People 
of a Religious Turn. Far from opening and inlarging the 
Mind to Views of impartial, and unlimited Bencuolence, 
it inſpires in it's ſtead, as a polite Author has well ex- 
preſs d it, a ſort of ſupernatural Charity, which con- 
« ſidering the future Lives and Happineſs of Mankind 
«© inſtead of the preſent, and extending itſelf wholly to a- 
<« nother Maorid, has made us leapithe Bounds of natural 
„Humanity in this; has raisd. Antipathies which no 

& temporal Intereſt could ever da, and taught us the wa 
* plaguing one another moſt devoutly,” Charact. vol. J. 
p. 18,— lt may not be amiſs to obſerve here, that this 
way of thinking is nota little countenanced by the very. 
Turn and Compoſition of that excellent Form of Prayer 
which was recommended to us by the diving Author of 
| Fs. OD our 
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1 Wen, our Author 5 N Doctrine at 


5 Lead 


456) 


M in the Performance we are ſpeaking 
of. And indeed as he undertook it wi 
a truly Rational and Chriſtian 8 | 


he ſeems to me tb have diſcharged it-with 
admirable Succeſs, | Thus much, I think, 
muſt be ſaid; that ſo long as Men are con 
tent to take their Notions of this Inſtitution 


from the Inſtitutor himfelf,” and not from 
the Comments of Men in after-times. pre- 


tending 70 be wwiſe above that which ts 


TEES 


— — 1s veel known, 
Tuns throughout 4 the plurat Niunber. We In in- 
ſtructed to ſay, Our Father, Give Us this day, Forgive 

br U, not, Deliver Us, — of _ a Nez 
ons of univerſal Extert and Comprehenſion, to be made 
in the behalf of all Mankind, as well as of ourſelves. 


\. Should not this teach us, that an inlarged, uni ver ſal 


Benevolence ought ever to accompany our religious Ad- 
dreſſes ? And indeed, to conſider a little the plain Rea 

fon of the thing, when can we ſo properly awaken in 
our Souls a ſtrong Senſe and. Conviction of our common 
Alliance to one another as Beings of the ſame Nature 


and Species, as when we are in a more eſpecial Manner 
preſenting ourſelves before that great Being who is the 
' common Parent of our Species ? who has ſignified to us 
his good Pleaſure, in a Language far more emphatical | 
and expreſſive than any external Declaration; even the 
Language of our own Hearts, that univerſal unlimited 


Benevolence ſhould be as much the fanding Law of 


the moral World, as Gravitation is of the natural? 


and that the Boch -ſecial ſhould be as firmly knit toge- 


ther in Love by the Cords of a Man, as the Scripture 


elegantly ſpeaks, the Ties of mutual Kindneſs and good 
Affection, as natural Bodies are held together in their 


| reſpective Coheſions * che 15 er FUSE of their 
ſeveral Parts? 


(% 

5 leaſt _ an eltar of all reaſonable Ex- 
ception. And ag to any 'veher Points of 

Controverſy; lym out of the Compaſs of his 

general Daze, which he may have inci- 


dentally touched = in the Courſe of his 
ver 


Writing, he has ed his Sentiments of 
them ſo Pari, and in ſo general a way, 

that the ing that can be ma e out of then 
will amount to nothing more than Conjec- 
ture. And therefore it ſhould ſeem, "hat 
the attacking him in this indie Method 
favours a little of a Diſpofition to ſupply the 
DefeR of a more explicite Charge againſt 
the Hon Body 3 Work, * e up 
ices a e nal Reputation 
a Oi Ae J an A 8 certainly moſt 


ungenerous, a common with the 


eh that can be ſaid of ſuch fort of At- 
tacks upon him, is, that oe are hr, 
en to bred Purpoſe. Lt Ve | 


Ap a8 ihe Diſlike which find People 
Hee ſhewn to the Treatiſe itſelf, ſeems to 


have ariſen rather from uncertain Suſpicions 
of the Author's 88 way of thinking, 
than from any fuppoſed fal Docttines he 
has directly aſſerted in it; fo I am inclined 
to think, this has — full as much the Caſe 


in reſpect to the devotional Forms. This 


* am FOO ſure of, Philemon ; that if they 
N 


diſcover 


Writers in religious Controverſics ! The 


0 5 4 52 MARS 7 Prop =o 
© 2 «41x; 
„ K et eo or 
* 
« 


« 900 
diſcover leſs. of partial Regards to 
cular Syſtems, than ſutes the — — 
nius of ſome Men's Religion, they breath a 


much diviner Spirit, even that of uni ver- 
al Charity, ani Forbearance. If they 74 
ford leſs Scope to the 


irregular Sallies of the 
Paſſions in Religion, than ſutes the Warmth | 


of fome Men's Tempers, they give abundant 


Exerciſe to the nobler Principles of Reaſon, 


and Sacial- Affection. And let Men refine 


as much as they pleaſe, whatever goes be- 
yond beſe, — the Pretext of a more ex- 
alted Devotion, it is not, as we have ſeen, 


Piety, but Enthuſiaſm, of which, I hope, 


you are by this time made ſufficiently ac 
quainted A. e, true Oro and Ur 


Wenge. 


I was fo, (I. conkeled) and, I _ . 
10 much obliged to him for leading 
me ſo agreably into the Diſcovery of it. 
You have (ſaid I) abundantly convinced me 


of what 1 did not ſuſpect before, that it 


has its Foundation in a certain Make and 
Conſtitution of Men's Bodies ; and after all 
the pompous things that are faid of it by 
Men of Fancy and Imagination, is at the 


bottom only a more diſguiſed way of In- 


dulging a very ordinary natural Paſſion. 
Tis in ſhort little elſe but XS, very reli- 


5 giouſty in love, a n. t of T hot Devotion, 
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"AFTER you have given up this devotio- 


nal Habit (interrupted Hortenfius) to be 


nothing more than a particular Effect of a 


Reigning Pafjon ; need I put you in mind 
_ of purſuing the ſame Principle throughout, 
in order to account for thoſe other religious 


Extravagancies you was complaining of 


ſome time ago? 


I kſee what you are driving at, (returned 


I:) As J agreed to reſolve the devotee Cha- 
tacter in Religion into an amorous Conſtitu- 
tion, ſo you would have me reſolve the 


hermitical and auſtere Character into a fi- 


morous, gloomy, and phlegmatic one, 


W n x N Calidus, in the Violence of his At- 
tachment to particular Modes of Opinion, 
is denouncing Wrath and Deſtruction a- 
8 all who have the misfortune to dif- 

er from him, and with a kind of ma- 
licious Pleaſure hurling the Thunderbolts of 
divine Vengeance upon many wiſer and 
foberer Heads than his own ; his exceſſive 
Zeal, you would have me believe, is no- 
thing elſe but a more ſanctißed ſort of Che- 
ler. Pride, Spleen, Luſt of Power and Do- 
minion, with all the blacker Tribe of Pafs 


Independent Whig, 12m6. p 204. 6 Ed. vol. r. 
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«-refiding,” as a lively Writer expreſſes it, 
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| TI 
fn; are the 185 chat e 
Reſentments 8 The Reverend Fu- 
rioſo would, as a ludicrous Author has it, 
© be as peeriſh at his Table, as in his 
Pulpit; and: would certain 2 
ec and Frick over bay e as well as over 

hi Glen * 


1 


perate F Shy for all the outward 1 — 
moniall of Religion, that ſhe will needs 
practiſe them over with a moſt ſcrupulbus 
Exactnefs, tho at the expence of . 
veightier Duties; 1 am to look upon her 
Religion as one Species of her 97k Pre- 
eiſeneſi. She has an infignificant Punctua - 
liiy in her Temper, which enters into her 
religious Qeconomy. She is in ſhort the 
fame Trifler, and Formalift in her” iritual 
Concerns, that the is 1 in thoſe 9 er ord:- 


nary Life. 


SE p ERUS 83 * all Sanctity 
in a cant racted Brow, anda moroſe Behaviour; 
becauſe he has a natural Referve, and Sul- 
lenneſs in his Temper. 


Wu r N Sempronia darts * her in- 
diſereet Reproofs; and lectures and mora- 
lizes upon the moſt improper * 
h any regard to Tinies, Places, or 


a * Indep. Whig, p. 204. palate : 
,” 


CEA os 1 So SU rr 


( 93 1 

Per Ns; ſhe is only proving * fecretl 
deer a moſt inorginate Vanity, and 

Af efation:can: run it's utmoſt lengths, un- 

der the argful Cover of ee 


F 


_ © overſtrain'd, unnatural, or extravagant 

ee Religious Life, the true Ground of it Ak 
e ways les! in the prevailing Biaſi of Men's 
* natural Tempers, diſguiſing itſelf,” as you 
© obſerved at our firſt Entrance upon this 
« Topic, under a Religious Appearance, 
<« and Application.” 


You take my meaning att right, 
(replied Hortenfius;) and the natural Con- 
cluſion which ariſes from the whole is this; 
« That Religion itſelf ſhould ever be care- 
« fully diſtinguiſh'd from the Conduct of 
8 * Religioniſts; and not re- 
* proach'd, as it too often happens, with 


c thoſe adulterous and foreign Mixtures 


* which have ſo a ſhare in man 

ce ſuppoſed Religious Charbfers.” Theſe 
are Matter of private and perſonal Charge 
only, which it lies upon the ſeveral inte- 


reſted Parties to —＋ to. Mean while, 
how nearly it concerns thoſe who have a 
real Regard for the Intereſts of Religion, to 
wipe off any unjuſt Aſperſions to which it 
may have been expoſed upon heir account, 


let themſelves be * ges. 


AND 


oe Is ſhort, wherever Wen any thing | 
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thus, Philemon, Tx 
with. your Requeſt, in laying before you” 
my laſt Nigtit's Train of Thought,—By 
this time, I dare ſay, you have enough 
of an out-of-the-way Speculation——let us 


now break looſe from theſe ſerious Ingage- 


ments, and return. to the ordinary” Affairs 
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mmumakes of the Prefs. | | 
AB 6. line 10. /atter, for later. p. 2g. . i. inthe 


| Note moſt far wery. p. 35. I. 14. in the Note ned ous 
P a ns alſo line 16. ue dN for Ce pri 61. 


I. 5. in the Note bear, for breathe. p. 68. I. 4. in the Note. 


chagrin, for chagrine. alſo 1. 16. demeure, for demeuri. p. 84. 


I. 19, 20. the Sentence, and lay the ſure Foundations of a 
. virtuous and exemplary Character, is deſired to be changed 


into, and abound to all the Graces of a prrfedt Character. 
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